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LIFE OP DANIEL WEBSTEB. 



BAiaE2i Webster, one of the greatest orators and statesmen 
that this country ever produced, was born in the town of Salis- 
bury (now known as Franklin), New Hampshire, on the iSth 
of January, 1782. His father, Ebenezer Webster, was a distin- 
guished soldier and officer in the Revolutionary War. After 
the war, he moved with his large family into what was then the 
savage wilds of New Hampshire. He was a man of little book- 
learning, but with his strong mind and vigorous frame he be- 
came a sort of intellectual loader in his neighborhood. He was 
appointed a ** side-judge" for the county, a place of considera- 
ble influence in those days. His great aim was to educate his 
children to the utmost of his limited ability. Captain Webster 
married Abigail Eastman for a second wife. She was a woman 
of more than ordinary intellect, and possessed a force of char- 
acter which was felt throughout the humble circle in which she 
moved. She was ambitious for her two sons, Ezekiel and 
Daniel, that they should excel. The distinction attained by 
both, and especially by Daniel, may well be traced in part to 
her early promptings and judicious guidance. In the last year 
of the Revolutionary War, in the humble house which his 
father had built in the woods on the outskirts of civilization, 
Daniel Webster was born. During his childhood, he was sickly 
and delicate, and gave no promise of the robust and vigorous 
frame which he had in his manhood. It may well be supposed 
that his early opportunities for education were very scanty. 
Because he was frail and delicate, Daniel's parents took great 
pains to send him to the winter schools, oftentimes three miles 
away from home. As an older half-brother said, ** Dan was 
sent to school that he might get to know as much as the other 
boys." It is probable that the best part of his early education 
was derived from the judicious and experienced father, and the 
resolute, affectionate and ambitious mother. In those days 
books were very scarce and Daniel eagerly read every book he 
could find. He was fond of poetry and at the age of twelve 
could repeat from memory the greater part of Watts' "Psalms 
and Hymns." In his "Autobiography" he says: ** I remember 
that my father brought home from some of the lower towns 
Pope's Essay on Man, published in a sort of pamphlet. I took 
it, and very soon could repeat it from beginning to end. We 
had so few books, that to read them once or twice waai^a^JcKsss?^^ 
We thought they were all to be got by Vv^^t\.:^ KX.>^«^^»^ ^ 
fourteen, he was sent to PbiBipa XGa.^««v-5»\BL'^^^^^^> ^^ ^ 
but remained only nine moutV^ ot> «i«ttttvx» ^^ \xv^ v^ 
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UPE OP DAJfffEX WEBSTBB. 

the flimtly. The ftitnre orator found his grt-alest tronbla ei 
Exeter in declaiming. "Many a piece," aays WebstBr "did 
I commit to memory, and recite and rehearse, in my twn 
room, over and over again : yet when the day cume, when the 
school collected to hear declamations, when my name was 
called, and I eaw all eyes turned to my seat, I could not miae 
myseljf from It. When the occasion viaa over, 1 went home 
and wept bitter tears of mortifleation." He now studied with 
a clergyman at home and entered Dartmouth College in 17)17. 
The ikmiliar story of how young Weliater "worked his way" 
through college and the self-denial and rigid economjrhe ezer* 
clsed le told In his " Autohiography," Alter graduation, hard 
pushed for money while atuayiuc "law, how he took charge of 
an academy at Pryeburg, Maine, for one dollar a day, Hep&id 
. bis board by copving deeds and sent hla Bmire money to Itelp 
his brother Ezekiel through Dartmouth. Webster waa admit- 
ted to the bar in 1805, b^an practice in Boacawen, and eiter- 
wards in Portsmouth. He took a high rank in hia prcfesslan 
at once, and. in IBIZ, was elected a member of Congreae. Id 
1816, he declined a re-election and removed to Boston. In the 
next seven years he worked long and hard in hia profession and 
soon estabhahed ids reputation as one of the ablest lawyers of 
the land. In 1B22 he waa again sent to Congreaa and in 1828 be 
■was choaen a Senator, He remained in the Senate for twelve 
years, when he was appointed Secretary of State by President 
Hurriaoa, In 1S45 be returned to the Senate, and remained 
until 18S0, when be became Secretary of State under President 
Fillmore. He resigned his office early in 1852 on acoountofhis 
health and retired to his home by the seaside at Maralifield, 
Mass., where he died October 24 of the sitnie year. 

Daniel Webster is universally atknowledged to be the fbre- 
niost of constitutional lawyers and of parliamentary debatera, 
and without a peer in the highest realma of classic and patrioUo 
oratory. Many of his orations, as the lamous Bunker Hill 
Mo Dumont orations, the eulogy upon Adams and JeQerson,the 
speech upon the trial of the murderers of Capt. Joseph White, 
the "Heply to Hajoie, "and others are universal ly accepted as 
classics in modem oratory. Physically. Webster was a mag* 
uificent specimen of a man. Such a form, such a fhce, such a 
presence, are rarely glyen to any man. Webster's manner had 
a wonderful impreestveness that Intimacy never wore olf. His 
gracious bearing and gentle courtesy made him the delight of 
every person he ever met. His oratory was in perfect keeping 
with the man. gracious, logical, inmestic, and often snbhme. 
He waa by nature free, generous and lavish in his mam 
living. As a result his own private finances were often 
embarrassed. His wealthy admirers often tided him over ma 
financial straits. Hami>ored as be waa flnanciaily, lie never 
Bullie') hia great &ine or enriched UntselfitF others hy political 



DANIEL WEBSTER, 1783-1852: 

*Who dcim Tint mnk him as a great Amerlran author? AeBlnat 

■- — •■■- I'oi hlBSpeeohCB rend well, aod yet were Rood speet- 

Bin delivery. Bo ciitlCBlly do they Keep Ibti rlglit Bi 



_ At. Foi hlH speeohCB rend well, aod yet were Rood speeches 

*—«rcat speeches In delivery. Bo ciitlCBlly do they Keep the right Bide 

orUie line which parts eloquence from rhelorlo, and so tar do they 



__„ penury of mere debate, that the general re ._ 

oonntry has enshrined them at onoe, and forever, among our clasaloa." 
~Jt>tfU4 CSioale'i Mitog]/ on Webiler. 

"Reab Mb works, and ftel what a blessing civil and religions liberty 
Is. Read them and reel whatableijBlngltlBtoliveunderafreegoveni 
ment. Reed them ; and If, which God forbid, the oblieatioDs of the 
Cod stltntion of your country hnng looaely on you, rivet them with his 



iiuiplreUie youth of our country." 

" Hk has poured the measureli'n 

ttietchoolft andcolleges oftho lun -„^.„ _-, ^„.^ _ .,..< 

country, twelve years old, whose mind lias not been enriched by his 
speeches and orations. His speeche* are destined to do more to pro- 
mots the neat objects ofeducdtion, to form correct bablU of thinking 
and BpeaKloK, and to put the rising American race in pOBseflsinn of a 
chastened, eloquent, powerTnl, literature, than any other Instrumen- 
talilyoftbe nineteenth century."— ,fteii.aWj6ard Whaloui. 

■'HtSBpeecb had strength, three and dignity; his aimposition wan 

eleHF, rauooal, Btrpostbened by a powGrfai Imagination— in his great 
orations 'thellghtnlngofpasslon runninKslongthe Iron llnksofar- 
Kument.' The one lesson which they teuch to the youth of America is 
self-respect, a manly consdousnesB of power, expressed simply and 
Oirectly— tolooklbrthe substantial quallUes of the thing, ancf utter 
them distinutly as they are felt intensely. This was the sum of the art 
which Welwler used in his orations,"— £. jl. Dut/etincli. 

"Websteb'b style la remarkable tOr clearness of Btatsment. It Is 
singnlarly emphatic. It is impressive rather than brilliant, and occa- 



sionally rises to absolute Krandeur. It Is evidently ft 
..._, — ■» — ..-, ^-.-. and the readerconjectures his I 



love of Hilton 



Itam the noble slmpUcfty of his language. Independent of 
Dal and rhetorical merit, tbeso orations are invaluable f re"- ' 

alltyoftbejr tone and spirit. They awaken patriotic 

«entiment,and are better adapted to warn, to enlighten, and ui ctiem 
the eonsclouBnpsa of the citizen^than any Ajnerlcan works, of a didao- 
tio kind, yet produued."— S. T. Tuckerauitw 

"Ge was probably the grandest look! ng man of his time. Wherever 
ba went, men turned 1o gaze at him ; and be could not enter a room 
without having every eye lisBtened upon him. His Ibce was very strik- 
ing, both in Bora and color. The eyebrow, the eye, and the dark and 
de^ socket in which It glowed, vers flili of power. HIb smile waa 
Deamlng, warmlDK, IbwInatinK; lighting up his whole fnco like a sud- 
den Sunrise. His voice was rich, deep, and strong, filling the largest 
niace without efibri, and when under excitement, rising and swei- 
luiK into a violence of sooiid-llke tbe roar of a tempest." — (Jeorge& 
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Thv BblMt and moat complete lITsorDHiiIel Webiterls QiAt vTltten 
by George T. CurttB. It 1b ftill orraoHtintereatlngiimtertal. The most 
HRhol&rlr article on Weluiter Is the eiiloey delivered by George 8. Bil- 
liard. For a coinpB.et and InloresMng lilt, read Lodge's Webster la the 
"Amertcau Btatesmen Series." A valuable and sugEeAive esBay hu 
been written by E. P. Wtilpple and serves as an introduction to hla 
"•WebBWrs Great Speeches?' The last mentioned work Is the bes* 
ud most complete or tbu various comnllatlona of Webster's works. 
Harvey's SemtniKencBit nf Wrbsler and March's Reminitrvnea tn Oon- 
armare interesllng works for general reading. Tent's Webtier and Mt 
Moeter-pieca, Banvard'a 'JTie American Slaterman and Harsha's Oratort 
tind SiUeitnen contain much popular ^nd Interesting matter. 

WHAT TO BRAD OF WEBSTEB. 
Thb stndent who wishes to become ramlllF 

Jter should seoureaeopyofWhipple'B Orem. _^ , 

WMwterand mark with pencil the best pBRsages In several speeohes. 



Oiie "Bunker Hill Monument Orations "are well adapted ti 
tary stndy. Extracts IVom the argument on the "Mur' 
Joseph Whlti ■■ ■ 



o .„ , _n the " First Bottlement 

or New England," has been called a series of eloquent l^agments. The 
thoughts are line, and are expresned In simple and beantinil words, 
The celebrat<Ml oulwy npon "Adams and Jo^iBon," the speeches an 
the " Character of WHShington," the "Landing at FlymoQlh," and the 
"Addition lo the Capitol '■should form a partof the education of every 
Aniecloan school-lioy. Next read Mr. Webster's remarks on the death 
of i)Ddge Story and of Jeremiah Mason, and OnBllytheapeech on laying 
the eomer*tone for the addition to the Capitol In IBSl, Of WcbatePS 
speeches in the Tnlted States Henate, the stndent should become 

aunllf ar With portlTOfl of the "Reply to Hsype," It 1b oneortboee 

grand Epeeches which are landmarks In the history of elaqnence. The 
speech as a whole hiut all the quailtlea which made Mr. Webster a great 
— ■ — Ho said that his whole llfb had been a preparation (br the reply 



to Hayne. Alter solectlona from these orations and speeches have been 
studied, over and over again, the student will be well prepared tc 
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WEBSTEB AS A MASTEB OF ENGLISH BTTLE. 
WKBaTER ranks high among the prose writers of the country as a 
master of English style. Like hiB oratory, his composition is plain, 
natural, eaHy, strong, dignllled, and sometimes very lofty. His 
diction Is entirely English. His words are the commonest In the Ian- 
■aage. They are those that we use In our own homes, and when talk- 
mgwlthevery-dayn-lcnds. He bad a powerfDlhlatoriclmaglnation, 
and eould deserlba with great vividness, brevity, and force what had 
happened in the past or might happen In the dim future. As a rule, 
hlssentoncea are short, pointed, and easily understood. Mr. Webster 
was a severe critic of his own style, sparlnK neither time or pains 
Id revising and correlating his written orations. Aside from their 
prolbnnd thought and glowing patriotism, bla great speeches can 
be read and studied today for Ihelr style alone, with the deepest 
Interest, Instruction, and pleasure. The young man who Is training 
himself to think and apeak on his feet aboiSd stndy Webster if he 
would attain toaperl^ctcleamesa of eta1ement,lolned to the highest 
skill In argument. Be who would become a skilled debater and Is 
aoibltJaaa'' to ]e&rn the sclenoc of logical defence" should study the 
^/w/uc»iia«<i/'ciiisarast master oreloquence uulU they become part 
*a''J''uvel or bla own latelleelas^i capital. 
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THE BUKKER HILL MOKtJMENT. 

An address delivered at the laying of tJie comer^one of tJie Bunker JIUl 
Monument at Charlestovmy Maas., on the 17th qf June, 182&. 

INTRODX7CTOBY NOTE. 

It was during the interim of his first and second appearance as a rep- 
resentative from Massachusetts that Mr. "Webster pronounced his first 
oration at Bunker Hill, on the occasion of laying the comer-stone of 
the monument to be there erected. Such a monument had long been 
contemplated. An association for the erection of a monument to com- 
memorate the battle of Bunker Hill had been for some time in existence 
in Boston, of which Mr. Webster was at this time president. As the 
fiftieth anniversary of the battle approached— the 17th of June, 1825— 
it was determined that the corner-stone of the monument should be 
laid on that day with appropriate ceremonies. Mr. Webster was 
unanimously requested by his fellow-trustees to deliver the address. 
General Lafayette was then making that tour through the United 
States which became, in its progress, the most remarkable ovation ever 
given in this country to any man, and the arrangements of his journey 
were so made as to admit of his being present on this occasion. Every- 
thing conspired to mako the day memorable. " The morning," says 
Mr. Frothingham in his History of the Siege of JBostonj "proved propi- 
tious. The air was cool, the sky was clear, and timely showers the 
previous day had brightened the verdure into its loveliest hue. De- 
lighted thousands flocked into Boston to bear a part in the proceedings, 
or to witness the spectacle. At about ten o'clock, the procession moved 
from the State House toward Bunker Hill. It was a splendid proces- 
sion, and of such length that the front nearly reached Charlestown 
Bridge, ere the rear had left Boston Common. It proceeded to Breed's 
Hill, where the Grand Master of the Freemasons, the President of tho 
Monument Association, and General Lafayette, performed the cere- 
mony of laying the corner-stone in presence of a vast concourse of 
people." "The procession then moved," says Edward Everett, "to a 
spacious amphitheater, on the northern declivity of the hill, where 
the address was delivered by Mr. Webster, in the presence of as great a 
multitude as was ever, perhaps, asseniblod wllMTv^.\l^^a^xvv.^QfL^^5:Qxs^ss^^ 
voice." This address, the text ot w\iic\i \% ^Vretv Vo. \Xv<& ^"^'^^^'^^^^^^ 
pages, was received with unbounded eiit\i\3aV«JK8a.tt»^^^^^'^^'^ 
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aoccTttedasa master-piece of oratory. It should be read and re-readf 
and Its best portions committed to memory, by every advanced student 
in onr schools. 

The editor lias been obliged to omit snch passages as are not of gen- 
eral Interest. The wording has not been changed. 



1. This uncounted multitude before me and around me 
; roves the feeling which the occasion has excited. These 
Miousands of human faces, glowing with sj-mpathy and joy, 
;ir:d from the impulses of a common gratitude turned rever* 
ently to heaven in this spacious temple of the firmament, 
proclaim that the day, the place, and the purpose of our 
assembling liave made a deep impression on our hearts. 

2. If, indeed, there be anything in local association fit to 
aflect the iriind of man, we need not strive to repress the 
emotions which agitate us liere. We are among tlie sepul- 
chres of our fathers. We are on ground, distinguished by 
their valor, their constancy, and the shedding of their 
blood. We i\n' lien^, not to fix an uncertain date in our 
annals, nor draw into notice an obscure and unknown spot. 
If our liunible purpose liad never been conceived, if we 
ourselves had never be(*n born, the 17th of June, 1775, would 
have been a day on which all subsequent history would 
have poured its light, and the eminence where we stand a 
point of attraction to the eyes of successive generations. 
But we are Americans. We live in what may be called the 
early age of this great Continent ; and we know that our 
posterity, through all time, are liere to enjoy and suffer the 
allotments of humanity. We see before us a probable train 
of great events ; we know that our own fortunes have been 
happily east ; and it is natural, therefore, that we should be 
moved by the contemplation of occurrences whicli liave 
guided our destiny before many of us were born, and settled 
the condition in which we should pass that portion of our 
existence which Cod allows to men on earth. 

8. We do not read even of tlu» discovery of this Continent, 
without feeling »oinQi\\\\\^ of a personal interest in the 
^vent; without being reminded how mucVi U. \iua \x\\viM\Aii\ 



MONUMENT ORATIONS. 9 

our own fortunes and our own existence. It would be still 
more unnatural for us, therefore, than for others, to con- 
template with unaffected minds that interesting, I may say 
that most touching and pathetic scene, when the great dis- 
coverer of America* stood on the deck of his shattered bark, 
the shades of night falling on the sea, yet no man sleeping ; 
tossed on the billows of an unknown ocean, yet the stronger 
billows of alternate hope and despair tossing his own 
troubled thoughts : extending forward his harassed frame, 
straining westward his anxious and eager eyes, till Heaven 
at last granted him a moment of rapture and ecstasy, in 
Llessing his vision with the sight of the unknown world. 
/ 4. Nearer to our times, more closely connected with our 
fates, and therefore still more interesting to our feelings and 
affections, is the settlement of our ov/n country by colonists 
from England. We cherish every memorial of these worthy 
ancestors ; we celebrate their patience and fortitude ; we 
admire their daring enterprise ; we teach our children to 
venerate their piety ; and we are justly proud of being de- 
scended from men who have set the world an example of 
founding civil institutions on the great and united principles 
of human freedom and human knowledge. To us, their 
children, the story of their labors and sufferings can never 
be without interest. We shall not stand unmoved on the 
shore of Plymouth,^ while the sea continues to wash it ; nor 
will our brethren in another early and ancient Colony forget 
the place of its first establishment, till their river shall cease 
to flow by it.' No vigor of youth, no maturity of manhood, 
will lead the nation to forget the spots where its infancy was 
cradled and defended. 

1. Great discoverer of America. — Read full details of this anxious 
night passed on board of the little vessel of Columbus as given in 
Irving^s Life of Oolumbtis, 

2. On the Shore of Plymouth.— In this connection read selections from 
Webster's grand oration on the "First Settlement of New England," 
delivered at Plymouth, December 22, 1820; also from his speech on 
"The Landing at Plymouth," delivered December 22, 1843. 

8. An interesting account of the voya¥;e> ol\X\^ ^«ccVj <?tcn\^k^x!«X5^\» *"^^^ 
Maryland CoJony, and of its settlemeivt, \?\ ^\>JtTv\Tv V\x^ ^'S!^^^^^;^^^ 
of Father VTliite, written probably w\1Yv\tv \\\ft ^^l"^ J^^S^SS^s^^'^'^ 
Janding at at, Mary's, The origliiailieA.Viiia»Ax\)SGtvv^'^»^^^ 
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5. But the great event in the history of the Continent^ 
which we are now met here to commemorate, that prodigy 
of modem times, at once the wonder and the blessing of the 
world, is the American Revolution. In a day of extraordi- 
nary prosperity and happiness, of high national honor, dis* 
iinction, and power, we are brought together, in this place, 
by our love of country, by our admiration of exalted character, 
by our gratitude for signal services and patriotic devotion. 

6. The Society whose organ I am* was formed for the pur- 
pose of rearing some honorable and durable monument to 
the memory of the early friends of American Independence. 
They have thought, that for this object no time could be 
more propitious than the present prosperous and peaceful 
period; that no place could claim preference over this 
memorable spot ; and that no day could be more auspicious 
to the undertaking, than the anniversary of the battle which 
was here fought. The foundation of that monimient we 
have now laid. With solemnities suited to the occasion, 
with prayers to Almighty God for his blessing, and in the 
midst of this cloud of witnesses, we have begun the work. 
We trust it will be prosecuted, and that, springing from a 
broad foundation, rising high in massive solidity and un- 
adorned grandeur, it may remain as long as Heaven permits 
the works of man to last, a fit emblem, both of the events in 
memory of which it is raised, and of the gratitude of those 
who have reared it. 

7. We know, indeed, that the record of illustrious actions 
Is most safely deposited in the universal remembrance of 
mankind. We know, that if we could cause this structure 
to ascend, not only till it reached the skies, but till it pierced 
them, its broad surfaces could still contain but part of that 
which, in an age of knowledge, hath already been spread 



among the archives of the Jesuits at Rome. The Ark and the 

Dove are remembered with scarcely less interest by the descendants 

of the sister colony, than is the 3fa,nrtower in New England, which 

thirteen years earlier, at the same souson of the year, bore thither the 

■f^Iffrlm Fathers. 

mitnt,AMaaS^^*^^ TTUfir at this time i^resldenl of tii© B\xaS.w V^m ^vkn^ 
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Over the earth, and which history charges itself with mak- 
ing known to all future times. "We know that no inscrip- 
tion on entablatures less broad than the earth itself can carry 
information of the events we commemorate where it has 
not already gone ; and that no structure, which shall not 
outlive the duration of letters and knowledge among -men, 
can prolong the memorial. But our object is, by this edifice, 
to show our own deep sense of the value and importance of 
the achievements of our ancestors ; and, by presenting this 
work of gratitude to the eye, to keep alive similar senti- 
ments, and to foster a constant regard for the principles of 
the Eevolution. Human beings are composed, not of reason 
only, but of imagination also, and sentiment ; and that is 
neither wasted nor misapplied which is appropriated to the 
purpose of giving right direction to sentiments, and opening 
proper springs of feeling in the heart. Let it not be sup- 
f o«sied that our object is to pei'petuate national hostility, or 
fven to cherish a mere military spirit. It is higher, purer, 
nobler. We consecrate our work to the spirit of national 
independence, and we wish that the light of peace may rest 
upon it for ever. We rear a memorial of our convic- 
tion of that unmeasured benefit which has been con- 
ferred on our own land, and of the happy infiuences 
which have been produced, by the same events, on the 
general interests of manldnd. We come, as Americans, to 
mark a spot which must for ever be dear to us and our pos- 
terity. We wish that whosoever, in all coming time, shall 
turn his eye hither, may behold that the place is not undis- 
tinguished where the first great battle of the Revolution 
was fought. We wish that this structure may proclaim the 
magnitude and importance of that event to every class and 
every age. We wish that infancy may learn the purpose of 
its erection from maternal lips, and that weary and withered 
age may behold it, and be solaced by the recollections which 
it suggests. We wish that labor may look up here, and be 
proud, in the midst of its toil. We wish that, in those days 
of disaster, which, as they come u^qii ^\\\\'aiC^<3^^^"sssa^o«^ 
expected to come upon us aiao, dee»^Tl^x^%^"«>^3^s^^ssssi.^ssi^ 
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turn its eyes hitherward, and be assured that the fonnda- 
tions of our national power are still strong. We wish that 
this column, rising towards heaven among the pointed spires 
of so many temples dedicated to God, may contribute also 
to produce, m all minds, a pious feeling of dependence and 
gratitude. We wish, finally, that the last object to the sight * 
of him who leaves his native shore, and the first to gladden 
him who revisits it, may be something which shall remind 
him of the liberty and glory of his country. Let it rise ! let 
it ris(!, till it meet the sun in his coming ; let the earliest 
light of tlie morning gild it, and parting day linger and play 
on its summit. 

8. We live in a most extraordinary age. Events so various 
and so important that they might crowd and distinguish 
centuries are, in our times, compressed within the compass 
of a single life. When has it happened that history has 
had so much to record, in the same term of years, as since 
the 17th of June, 1775? Our own Revolution, which, under 
other circumstances, might itself have been expected to 
occasion a war of half a century, has been achieved ; twenty- 
four novo reign and independent States erected ; and a general 
government eHtabllshed over them, so safe, so wise, so free, 
so praeticral, that we might well wonder its establishment 
should have been accomplished so soon, were it not far the 
greater wonder that it should have been established at all. 
Two or three millions of people have been augmented to 
twelve, the great forests of the West prostrated beneath the 
anu of Huec(»Hsful industry, and the dwellers on the banks 
of the Ohio and the Mississippi become the fellow-citizens 
and neighbors of those who cultivate the hills of New 
England.® We have a commt?rce that leaves no sea un- 



5. Last object to the sight.— Tho orator's wish has been granted. This 

frraiul inonutn<'nt has bocn all those years literally a landmark ever to 
>o n>ineiubere<l by eviTy Amcrieaii as he enters or leaves Boston 
Harbor. 

«. That which was spoken of fijjnratively in 182."> has., in thelapseof a 

ouarter of a centur.\ , by the Introduetion of railroads and telegraphic 

/hiofi. /u'ootiton reality.' Itisan in t<M*estinjreireinnstanee, that the first 

milnnul an tho Wostom (\)ntin<Mit was const rueted for the purpose of 

fKJcolvruUng the erection of this monumeuU— iXliuurd Everett, \ix\^£ft. 
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explored ; navies, which take no law from superior -force ; 
revenues, adequate to all the exigencies of government, 
almost without taxation ; and peace with all nations, founded 
on equal rights and mutual respect. 

9. Europe, within the same period, has been agitated by a 
mighty revolution, which, while it has been felt in the in- 
dividual condition and happiness of almost every man, haa 
shaken to ths centre her political fabric, and dashed against 
one another thrones which had stood tranquil for ages. On 
this, our Continent, our own example has been followed, 
and colonies have sprung up to be nations. Unaccustomed 
sounds of liberty and free government have reached us from 
beyond tne track of the sun ; and at this moment the do- 
minion of European power in this Continent, from the place 
where we stand to the south pole, is annihilated for ever.' 

10. In the mean time, both in Europe and America, such 
has been the general progress of knowledge, such the im- 
provement in legislation, in commerce, in the arts, in letters, 
and, above all, in liberal ideas and the general spirit of the 
age, that the whole world seems changed. 

11. Yet, notwithstanding that this is but a faint abstract 
of the things which have happened since the day of the 
battle of Bunker Hill, we are but fifty years removed from 
it ;^ and we now stand here to enjoy all the blessings of our 
own condition, and to look abroad on the brightened pros- 
pects of the world, while we still have among us some of 
those who were active agents in the scenes of 1775, and who 
are now here from every quarter of New England, to visit 
Dne more, and under circumstances so affecting, I had 
ilmost said so overwhelming, this renowned theatre of their 
courage and patriotism. 

12. Venerable men !* you have come down to us from a 

7. See President Monroe's Message to Congress, in 1823, and Mr. Web- 
ster's speech on the Panama Mission, in 1826. 

8. Fifty years removed from it.— It will be interesting for the student 
to compare the growth and development of the country at the end of 
the century in 1875 and that of 1775 and 1825. What marka^ ^sJaaxssjjaa^ 
even since 1875? _ .. ,^._ 

ft Veaerable men.— This famous passac^ -w^Jft t«tav«efc^^^^^^^s^ 
W^t>^t€r ws^8 trout H&Wj^ on Cape CoO. ^QX oxv!c»,VsifeS6j'^'»»^^^^^^^^^ 
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formeiw generation. Heaven has bounteously lengthened 
out your lives, that you might behold this joyous day. You 
are now where you stood fifty years ago, this very hour, 
with your brothers and your neighbors, shoulder to shoulder, 
in the strife for your country. Behold, how altered ! The 
same heavens are indeed over your heads ; the same ocean 
rolls at your feet ; but all else how changed ! You hear now 
no roar of hostile cannon, you see no mixed volumes of 
smoke and flame rising from burning Charlestown.* The 
. ground strewed with the dead and the dying; the im- 
petuous charge ; the steady and successful repulse ; the loud 
call to repeated assault ; the summoning of all that is manly 
to repeated resistance ; a thousand bosoms freely and fear- 
lessly bared in an instant to whatever of terror there may 
be in war and death ; — all these you have witnessed, but 
you witness them no more. All is peace. The heights of 
yonder metropolis, its towers and roofs, which you then saw 
filled with wives and children and countrymen in distress 
and terror, and looking with unutterable emotions for the 
issue of the combat, have presented you to-day with the 
sight of the whole happy population, come out to welcome 
and greet you with a universal j ubilee. Yonder proud ships, 
by a felicity of position appropriately lying at the foot of 
this mount, and seeming fondly to cling around it, are not 
means of annoyance to you, but your country ^s own means 
of distinction and defence.^® All is peace ; and God has 
granted you this sight of your country^s happiness, ere you 
slumber in the grave. He has allowed you to behold and « 
to partake the reward of your patriotic toils ; and he has 
allowed us, your sons and countrymen, to meet you here^ 

— — - — - - . ■ 

Indifferent to his favorite sport. In fact, as he states in his "Auto 
biography," he composed a greatportion of his Bunker Hill address 
while middle deep in Marshpee River, waiting for the trout to bite. 
His son tells us how he quietly walked up near his father and over- 
heard him rehearsing the passage beginning: "Venerable men," etc 
Many of Webster's orations were chiefly composed before they were 
committed to paper. He was in the habit of preparing formal speeches 
Jn tJjff woods and especially while fishing. 
, ^^'./t^ is jn'cessury to inform those only who are acquainted with the 

A?^Jfti€s, Unit the United States Navy Yard atCbat\via\»^TL\ft«»\.\A>a.WJ^ 

#/J i/2e base ofBaiLk.er Hill 
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• 

and in the name of the present generation, in the name of 
your country, in the name of liberty, to thank you ! 

13. But, alas ! you are not all here !" Time and the sword 

have thinned your ranks. Prescott, Putnam, Stark, Brooks, 

Bead, Pomeroy, Bridge ! our eyes seek for you in vain amid 

this broken band, ^ou are gathered to your fathers, and 

live only to your country in her grateful remembrance and 

your own bright example. But let us not too much grieve, 

that you have met the common fate of men. You lived at 

least long enough to know that your work had been nobly 

and successfully accomplished. You lived to see your 

country^ 8 independence established, and to sheathe your 

swords from war. On the light of Liberty you saw arise 

the light of peace, like 

"another mom, 
Risen on mid-noon " ; 

and the sky on which you closed your eyes was cloudless. 

14. But, ah ! Him ! the first great martyr" in this great 
cause ! Him ! the premature victim of his own self-devot- 
ing heart ! Him ! the head of our civil councils, and the 
destined leader of our military bands, whom nothing 
brought hither but the unquenchable fire of his own spirit ! 
Him ! cut off by Providence in the hour of overwhelming 
anxiety and thick gloom ; falling ere he saw the star of his 
country rise ; pouring out his generous blood like water, be^ 
fore he knew whether it would fertilize a land of freedom 
or of bondage ! — how shall I struggle with the emotions 
that stifle the utterance of thy name ! Our poor work may 
perish; but thine shall endure! This monument may 

11. Not all here— About two hundred veterans of the Revolution, of 
whom forty survivors of the battle, rode in barouches next to the 
escort. These veterans were seated directly before Webster as he de- 
livered this celebrated passage. "These venerable men," says Mr. 
Frothingham. "the relics of a past generation, with emaciated frames, 
tottering limbs, and trembling voices constituted a touching spec- 
tacle." 

12. The first great martyr, etc.— Reference is made to General Joae^b. 
Warren who was killed in the battle of Bunker HiVV. l^cyw xcco^fivv 'gaN»' 
patriot contributed by his voice and \iia v^n, «.& >w^!\«A\^^A«^«^^^^ 
his country's cause before his untimely dc«A.\iV% N?€\2L^teftsyw^^» «H^^a 
reader ofAmericaji history. 
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moulder away ; the solid ground it ^ec^^ upon may sink 
down to a level with the sea ; but th^ memory shall not 
fail ! Wheresoever among men a heart shall be found that 
beats to the transports of patriotism and liberty, its aspira- 
tions shall be to claim kindred with thy spirit. 

15. But the scene amidst which we stand does not permit 
us to confine our thoughts or our sympathies to those fear- 
less spirits who hazarded or lost their lives on this consecrated 
spot. We have the happiness to rejoice Jiere in the presence 
of a most worthy representation of the survivors of the 
whole Revolutionary army. 

10. Veterans ! you are the remnant of many a well-fought 
fielJ. You bring with you marks of honor from Trenton 
and Monmouth, from Yorktown, Camden, Bennington, and 
Saratoga. Veterans of lialf a century ! when in your youth- 
ful days you put everji^liing at hazard in your country's 
cause, good as that cause was, and sanguine as youth is, 
still your fondest hopes did not stretch onward to an hour 
like this ! At a period to whi(»h you could not reasonably 
have expected to arrive, at a moment of national prosperity 
such as you could never liave foreseen, you are now met 
here to enjoy the fellowsliip of old soldiers, and to receive 
the overflowings of a universal gratitude. 

17. But your agitated countenances and your heaving 
breasts inform me that even this is not an unmixed joy. I 
perceive that a tumult of contending feelings rushes upon 
you. Tlie images of the dead, as well as the persons of the 
-iving, present themselves before you. The scene over- 
vvhehns you, and I turn from it. May the Father of all 
mercies smile upon your declining years, and bless them I 
And when you sliall liere have exclianged your embraces, 
when you shall once more have pressed the hands which 
have been so often extended to give succor in adversity, or 
grasped in the exultation of victory, then look abroad upon 
this lovely land which your young valor defended, and 
mark the happiness with wliich it is filled ; yea, look abroad 
upon the whole ciwth, and see what a name you have con- 
trJbuted to give your country, and wliat a -pTaAsfc >jo\x. \ia.N^ 
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added to freedom, and then rejoice in the sympathy and 
gratitude which beam upon your last days from the im- 
proved condition of mankind ! 

18. The occasion does not require of me any particular 
account of the battle of the 17th of June, 1775, nor any de- 
tailed narrative of the events which immediately'' preceded 
it.^' These are familiarly known to all. In the progress of 
the great and interesting controversy, Massachusetts and 
the town of Boston had become early and marked objects 
of the displeasure of the British Parliament. This had been 
manifested in the act for altering the government of the 
Province, and in that for shutting up the port of Boston. 
Nothing sheds more honor on our early history, and noth- 
ing better shows how little the feelings and sentiments of 
the Colonies were known or regarded in England, than the 
impression which these measures everywhere produced in 
America. It had been anticipated, that, while the Colonies 
jn general would be terrified by the severity of the punish- 
ment inflicted on Massachusetts, the other seaports would 
be governed by a mere spirit of gain ; and that, as Boston 
was now cut off from all commerce, the unexpected advan- 
tage which this blow on her was calculated to confer on 
other towns would be greatly enjoyed. How miserably 
such reasoners deceived themselves ! How little they knew 
of the depth, and the strength, and the intenseness of that 
feeling of resistance to illegal acts of power, which possessed 
the whole American people ! Everywhere the unworthy 
boon was rejected with scorn. The fortunate occasion was 
seized, everywhere, to show to the whole world that the 
Colonies were swayed by no local interest, no partial in- 
terest, no selfish interest. The temptation to profit by the 
punishment of Boston was strongest to our neighbors of 
Salem." Yet Salem was precisely the place where this 

13. Events which preceded it. — ^The student should re-read the story 
of this period of American history in connection with the study of tMs, 
portion of the oration. ** The causes of the Arc^OiTVoaja. '^<esc5v\iNNssv^'"' vk 

a fruitful theme for collateral reading in W\\& coTi.Tiftc,\.\ovv. ^ 

14. Saiem.— Before the Revolution and ahoxW^ a.t\aT,\Xx^ Q,csvox£\«x^'^vi 
Salem »ras of con«iderjible Importance. 
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miserable proffer was spumed, in a tone of the most lofty 
self-respect and the most indignant patriotism. "We are 
deeply affected,^' said its inhabitants, "with the sense of 
our public calamities ; but the miseries that are now rapidly 
hastening on our bretliren in the capital of the Province 
greatly excite our commiseration. By shutting up the port 
of Boston some imagine that the course of trade might be 
turned hither and to our benefit ; but we must be dead to 
every idea of justice, lost to every feeling of humanity, could 
we indulge a thought to seize on wealth and raise our for- 
tunes on the ruin of our suffering neighbors. '' These noble 
sentiments were not confined to our immediate vicinity. In 
that day of general affection and brotherhood, the blow 
given to Boston smote on every patriotic heart from one 
end of the country to the other. Virginia and the Carolinas, 
as well as Connecticut and New Hampshire, felt and pro- 
claimed the cause to be their own. The Continental Con- 
gress, then holding its first session in Philadelphia, ex- 
pressed its sympathy for the suffering inhabitants of Boston, 
and addresses were received from all quai-ters, assuring them 
that the cause was a common one, and should be met by 
common efforts and common sacrifices. The Congress of 
Massachusetts responded to these assurances ; and in an ad- 
dress to the Congress at Philadelphia, bearing the official 
signature, perhaps among the last, of the inmaortal Warren, 
notwithstanding tbe severity of its suffering and the magni- 
tude of the dangers which threatened it, it was declared, 
that this Colony, *' Is ready, at all times, to spend and to be 
spent in the cause of America.'' 

19. liut tlio hour drew nigh which was to put professions 
to the proof, and to determine whether the authors of these 
mutual pledges were ready to seal them in blood. The tid- 
ings of Lexington and Concord had no sooner spread,»than 
it was universally felt that the time was at last come for 
action. A spirit pervaded aU ranks, not transient, not bois- 
terous, but deep, solemn, determined. War, on their own 
^^il And at their own doors, was, indeed, a strange work 
^ t^e yeomanry of New England \ bul Ui^Vc ^ouftKi\KUR«i 
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were convinced of its necessity, their country called them to 
it, and they did not withhold themselves from the perilous 
trial. The ordinary occupations of life were abandoned ; 
the plough was staid in the unfinished furrow ; wives gave 
up their husbands, and mothers gave up their sons, to the 
battles of a civil war. Death might come, in honor, on the 
field ; it might come, in disgrace, on the scaffold. For 
either and for both they were prepared. 

20. The 17th of June saw the four New England Colonies 
standing here, side by side, to triumph or to fall together ; 
and there was with them from that moment to the end of 
the war, what I hope will remain with them for ever, one 
cause, one country, one heart. 

21. The battle of Bunker Hill was attended with the most 
important effects beyond its immediate results as a military 
engagement. It created at once a state of open, public war. 
There could now be no longer a question of proceeding 
against individuals, as guilty of treason or rebellion. That 
fearful crisis was past. The appeal lay to the sword, and the 
only question was, whether the spirit and the resources of 
the people would hold out till the object should be accom- 
plished. Nor were its general consequences confined to our 
own country. The previous proceedings of the Colonies, 
their appeals, resolutions, and addresses, had made their 
cause known to Europe. Without boasting, we may say, 
that in no age or country has the public cause been main- 
tained with more force of argument, more power of illustra^ 
tion, or more of that persuasion which excited feeling" and 
elevated principle can alone bestow, than the Revolutionary , 
state papers exhibit. 

22. To this able vindication of their cause, the Colonies 
had now added a practical and severe proof of their own 
true devotion to it, and given evidence also of the power 
which they could bring to its support. All now saw, that, 
if America fell, she would not fall without a struggle. Men 
felt sympathy and regard, as well as 8m!^Y\a^^ -^Vcssxv '^i^^s"^ 
beheld these infant States, Temo\;e,\vvi>L\iG^N^^Nv^^^^^^^ 
counter the power of England, and \nX>afe ^^x^"^ w^issvgvsx'^ 
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battle, leave more of their enemies dead on the field, In pro- 
portion to the number of combatants, than had recently 
been known to full in the wars of Europe. 

23. Information of these events, circulating throughout 
the world, at length reached the ears of one who now hears 
me.^* He has not forgotten the emotion which the fame of 
Bunker Hill, and the name of Warren, excited in his youth- 
ful breast. 

24. Sir, we are assembled to commemorate the establish- 
ment of great public principles of liberty, and to do honor 
to the distinguished dead. The occasion is too severe for 
eulogy of the living. But, Sir, your interesting relation to 
this country, the ])€^culiar circumstances which surround 
you and surround us, call on me to express the happiness 
whieli we derive from your presence and aid in this solemn 
commemoration . 

25. Fortunate, fortunate man !^® with what measure of 
devotion will you not tliank God for the circumstances of 
your extraordinary life ! You are connected with both 
hemispheres and with two generations. Heaven saw fit to 
ordain, that the electric spark of lilxTty should be conducted, 
tlirough you, from the New AVorld to the Old ; and we, who 
are now here to perform this duty of patriotism, have all of 
us long ago received it in charge from our fathers to cherish 
your name and your virtues. You will account it an in- 
stance of your good fortune, Sir, that you crossed the seas to 
visit us at a time whicli enables you to be present at this 
solemnity. You now behold the field, the renown of which 
reached you in the heart of France, and caused a thrill in 
your ardent bosom. You see tlie lines of the little redoubt 
thrown up by the incredible diligence of Prescott ; defended 



15. Among the earliest of the arrangomonts for the celebration of the 
17th of June, 1825, was the Invitation to General Lafayette to be present^ 
and he had so timed his progress through the other States as to return 
to MaKsachusetts in season for the great (X'casion. 

16. Fortunate, fortunate man !— "The thrilling eloquence of the address 
tr^ t/jo o/<I soldiers of Bun\LCT Hill, and of the apostrophe to Warren, 

^fJ(J t/io suporb rcfiorviitlon of eulogy with which Ue apokeofand to 
^nenil Lafayette were perhaps unequaled, 8uro\y ne^j^x «vik.T5««ae^>a^ 
rytfDster on uuy other occasion,''— Ticknor's Li/e of Webster, tU^JSa.. 
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to the last extremity by his lion-hearted valor ; and within 
which the corner-stone of our monument has now taken its 
position. Those who survived that day, and whose lives 
have been prolonged to the present hour, are now around 
you. Some of them you have known in the trying scenes 
of war. Behold ! they now stretch forth their feeble arms 
to embrace you. Behold ! they raise their trembling voices 
to invoke the blessing of God on you and yours for ever. 

26. Sir, you have assisted us in laying the foundation of 
this structure. You have heard us rehearse, with our feeble 
commendation, the names of departed patriots. Monu- 
ments and eulogy belong to the dead. We give then this 
day to Warren and his associates. On other occasions they 
have been given to your more immediate companions in 
arms, to Washington, to Greene, to Gates, to Sullivan, and 
to Lincoln. We have become reluctant to grant these, our 
highest and last honors, further. We would gladly hold 
them yet back from the little remnant of that immortal 
band. Illustrious as are your merits, yet far, O very far 
distant be the day, when any inscription shall bear your 
name, or any tongue pronounce its eulogy ! 

27. The leading reflection to which this occasion seems to 
invite us, respects the great changes which have happened 
in the fifty years since the battle of Bunker Hill was fought. 
And it peculiarly marks the character of the present age, 
that, in looking at these changes, and in estimating their 
eflfect on our condition, we are obliged to consider, not what 
has been done in our own country only, but in others also. 
In these interesting times, while nations are making 
separate and individual advances in improvement, they 
make, too, a common progress ; like vessels on a common 
tide, propelled by the gales at different rates, according to 
their several structures and management, but all moved 
forward by one mighty current, strong enough to bear on- 
ward whatever does not sink beneath it. 

28. A chief distinction of the present day is a community 
of opinions and knowledge amoiv^^t \x\few va. ^Js^Sss^^^x^i^v. 
B^tiQUS, existing iu a degree Yiexe^oior^ xtc^tnrt^^- "^^.sx^^v 
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edge has, in our times, triumphed and is triumphing, ovel 
distance, over difference of languages, over diversity of 
habits, over prejudice, and over bigotry. The civilized and 
Christian world is fast learning the great lesson, that dif- 
ference of nation does not imply necessary hostility, and 
that all contact need not be war. The whole world is be- 
coming a common field for intellect to act in. Energy of 
mind, genius, power, wheresoever it exists, may speak out 
in any tongue, and the world will hear it. A great chord of 
sentiment and feeling runs through the two Continents, and 
vibrates over both. Every breeze wafts intelligence from 
country to country ; every wave rolls it ; all give it forth, 
and all in turn receive it. There is a vast commerce of ideas ; 
there are marts and exchanges for intellectual discoveries, 
and a wonderful fellowship of those individual intelligences 
which make up the mind and the opinion of the age. Mind 
is the great leveler of all things ; human thought is the 
process by which human ends are ultimately answered ; 
and the diffusion of knowledge, so astonishing in the last 
half-century, has rendered innumerable minds, variously 
gifted by nature, competent to be competitors or fellow- 
workers on the theatre of intellectual operation. 

29. From these causes important improvements have taken 
place in the personal condition of individuals. Generally 
speaking, mankind are not only better fed and better clothed, 
but they are able also to enjoy more leisure ; they possess 
more refinement and more self-respect. A superior tone of 
education, manners, and habits prevail. This remark, most 
true in its application to our own country, is also partly true 
when applied elsewhere. It is proved by the vastly aug- 
mented consumption of those articles of manufacture and of 
connnerce which contribute to the comforts and the decencies 
of life ; an augmentation which has far outrun the progress 
of population. And while the unexampled and almost in- 
credible use of machinery would seem to supply the place of 
labor, labor still finds its occupation and its reward ; so 
wisely has Providence adjusted men's wants and desires to 
tl2eJr condition ^nd their capacity. 



MOimMENT OBATION8* 23 

30. Any adequate survey, however, of the progress made 
during the last half-century in the polite and mechanic arts, 
in machinery and manufactures, in conmaerce and agricul- 
ture, in letters and in science, would require volumes. I 
must abstain wholly from these subjects, and turn for a 
moment to the contemplation of what has been done on the 
great questions of politics and government. This is the 
master topic of the age ; and during the whole fifty years it 
has intensely occupied the thoughts of men. The nature of 
civil government, its ends and uses, have been canvassed 
and investigated ; ancient opinions attacked and defended ; 
new ideas recommended and resisted, by whatever power 
the mind of man could bring to the controversy. From the 
closet and the public halls the debate has been transferred 
to the field ; and the world has been shaken by wars yjf un- 
exampled magnitude, and the greatest variety of fortune. 
A day of peace, has at length succeeded ; and now that the 
strife has subsided, and the smoke cleared away, we may 
begin to see what has actually been done, permanently 
changing the state and condition of human society. And, 
without dwelling on particular circumstances, it is most ap- 
parent, that, from the before mentioned causes of augmented 
knowledge and improved individual condition, a real, sub- 
stantial, and important change has taken place, and is tak- 
ing place, highly favorable, on the whole, to human liberty 
and human happiness. 

31. The great wheel of political revolution began to move 
in America. Here its rotation was guarded, regular and 
safe. Transferred to the other Continent, from unfortunate 
but natural causes, it received an irregular and violent im- 
pulse ; it whirled along with a fearful celerity ; till at length 
like the chariot-wheels in the races of antiquity, it took fire 
from the rapidity of its own motion, and blazed onward, 
spreading conflagration and terror around. 

32. We learn from the result of this experiment, how for- 
tunate was our own condition, and how admirably the. 
character of our people was calcvA-a-^^^ io^ "fe'^\JCvs>i% *<^^ '^'ts^^ 
example of popular governmeiiX.^. "tVia ^o'ssfc'^^ss^ ^^^^^^'^^ 



24 THE BITNEEH HILL 

did not turn the heads of the An>erican people, for they had 
long been in the habit of exercising a great degree of self- 
control. Although the paramounf authority of the parent 
state existed over them, yet a large field of legislation had 
always been open to our Colonial assemblies. They were 
accustomed to representative bodies and the forms of free 
government ; they understood the doctrine of the division 
of power among different branches, and the necessity of 
checks on each. The character of our countrymen, more- 
over, was sober, moral and religious ; and there was little in 
the change to shock their feelings of justice and humanity, 
or even to disturb an honest prejudice. We had no domes- 
tic throne to overturn, no privileged orders to cast down, 
no violent changes of property to encounter. In the Ameri- 
can Revolution, no man sought or wished for more than to 
defend and enjoy his own. None hoped for plunder or for 
spoil. Rapacity was unknown to it ; the axe was not 
among the instruments of its accomplishment ; and we all 
know that it could not have lived a single day under any 
well-founded imputation of possessing a tendency adverse to 
the Christian Religion. 

33. It need not surprise us, that, under circumstances less 
auspicious, political revolutions elsewhere, even when well 
intended, have terminated differently. It is, indeed, a 
great achievement, it is the master-work of the world, to 
establish governments entirely popidar on lasting founda- 
tions ; nor is it easy, indeed, to introduce the popular prin- 
ciple at all into governments to which it has been altogether 
a stranger. It cannot be doubted, however, that Europe 
has come out of the contest, in which she has been so long 
engaged, with greatly superior knowledge, and, in many 
respects, in a highly improved condition. Whatever benefit 
has been acquired is likely to be retained, for it consists 
mainly in the acquisition of more enlightened ideas. And 
although kingdoms and provinces may be wrested from the 
hands that hold them, in the same manner they were ob- 
taJned ; although ordinary and vulgar power may, in hu- 
-«?«« affairs, be lout as it has been won ) yet \l\at\ie^\six\o\ia 
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prerogative of the empire of knowledge, that what it gains 
it never loses. On the contrary, it increases by the multiple 
of its own power ; all its ends become means ; all its attain- 
ments, helps to new conquests. Its whole abundant har- 
vest is but so much seed wheat, and nothing has limited, 
and nothing can limit, the amount of ultimate product. 

34. Under the influence of this rapidly increasing knowl- 
edge, the people have begun, in all forms of government, 
to think and to reason, on affairs of state. Regarding govern- 
ment as an institution for the public good, they demand a 
knowledge of its operations, and a participation in its 
exercise. A call for the representative system, wherever it 
is not enjoyed, and where there is already intelligence 
enough to estimate its value, is perseveringly made. Where 
men may speak out, they demand it ; where the bayonet is 
at their throats, they pray for it. 

35. When Louis the Fourteenth" said, ** I am the State," 
he expressed the essence of the doctrine of unlimited power. 
By the rules of that system, the people are disconnected 
from the State ; they are its subjects, it is their lord. These 
ideas, founded in the love of power, and long supported by 
the excess and the abuse of it, are yielding, in our age, to 
other opinions ; and the civilized world seems at last to be 
proceeding to the conviction of that fundamental and 
manifest truth, that the powers of government are but a 
trust, and that they cannot be lawfully exercised but for 
the good of the community. As knowledge is more and 
more extended, this conviction becomes more and more 
general. Knowledge, in truth, is the great sun in the 
iirmament. Life and po wcr are scattered with all its beams. 

36. We may hope that the growing influence of en- 
lightened sentiment will promote the permanent peace of 



17. Louis the Fourteenth.— Succeeded his father, Louis XIII, as king 
of France in 1643. On the death of Mazarin, his great prime minister. 
In 1661, the young king suddenly assumed, the reins of government, 
and from that time forth carried into effect with rare energy a political 
theory of pure despotism. His famoMS «»^^vaa^, ^^Vl^vai^ ^ ^"«.\. -ksjSV-' ^ 
am the 8tatc;, expressed the pT\iicVp\Q \o>N\AOa.^N'Jix^\XiN»s^^^^^^'^^^ 
mo<iate<L 
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the world. Wars to maintain family alliances, to uphold 
or to cast down dynasties, and to regulate successions tc 
thrones, which have occupied so much room in the history 
of modern times, if not less likely to happen at all, will be 
less likely to become general and involve many nations, as 
the great principle shall be more and more established, that 
the interest of the world is peace, and its first great statute, 
that every nation possesses the power of establishing a 
government for itself. Let us thank God that we live in an 
age when something has influence besides the bayonet, and 
when the sternest authority does not venture to encounter 
the scorching power of public reproach. Any attempt of the 
kind should be met by one universal burst of indignation ; 
the air of the civilized world ought to be made too warm to 
be coLdfortably breathed by any one who would hazard it. 

37. If the true spark of religious and civil liberty be 
kindled, it will burn. Human agency cannot extinguish 
it. Like the earth's central fire, it may be smothered for a 
time ; the ocean may overwhelm it ; mountains may press 
it down ; but its inherent and unconquerable force will 
heave both the ocean and the land, and at some time or 
other, in some place or other, the volcano will break out 
and flame up to heaven. 

38. And, now, let us indulge an honest exultation in the 
conviction of the benefit which the example of our country 
has produced, and is likely to produce, on human freedom 
and human happiness. Let us endeavor to comprehend 
in all its magnitude, and to feel in all its importance, the 
part assigned to us in the great drama of human aflTairs. 
We are placed at the head of the system of representative 
and popular governments. Thus far our example shows 
that such governments are compatible, not only with re- 
spectability and power, but with repose, with peace, with 
security of personal rights, with good laws, and a just ad- 
ministration. 

39. We are not propagandists. Wherever other systems 
are preferred, either as being thought better in themselves, 
or as better suited to existing condition, we leave the pref- 
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erence to be enjoyed. Our history jaitherto proves, how- 
ever, that the popular form is practicable, and that with 
wisdom and knowledge men may govern themselves ; and 
the duty incimabent on us is to preserve the consistency of 
this cheering example, and take care that nothing may 
weaken its authority with the world. If, in our case, the 
representative system ultimately fail, popular governments 
must be pronounced imi)ossible. No combination of cir- 
cumstances more favorable to the experiment can ever be 
exj)ected to occur. The last hopes of mankind, therefore, rest 
with us ; and if it should be proclaimed, that our example 
had become an argument against the experiment, the knell 
of i)opular liberty would be sounded throughout the earth. 

40. These are excitements to duty ; but they are not sug- 
gestions of doubt. Our history and our condition, all that 
is gone before us, and all that surrounds us, authorize the 
belief, that popular governments, though subject to occar 
sional variations, in form perhaps not always for the better, 
may yet, in their general character, be as durable and perma- 
nenf as other systems. We know, indeed, that in our 
country any other is impossible. The principle of free gov- 
ernments adheres to the American soil. It is bedded in it, 
immovable as its mountains. 

41. And let the sacred obligations which have devolved 
on this generation, and on us, sink deep into our hearts. 
Those who established our liberty and our government are 
daily dropping from among us. The great trust now de- 
scends to new hands. Let us apply ourselves to that which 
is presented to us, as our appropriate object. We can win 
no laurels in a war for independence. Earlier and worthier 
hands have gathered them all. Nor are there places for us 
by the side of Solon, and Alfred, ^^ and other founders of 



18. Durable and permanent.— The strength and durability of our pop- 
ular form of government was put to a most severe test in the grreat war 
for the Union which began in 1861 and continued for more than four 
years. " The greatduty of defence and pn^scrvation " was maintained 
at the cost of thousands of lives and millions of money. 

19. Solon and Alfred.— Solon (born about 6.*« B. C), the most famous of 
all the ancient Greek law-givers, established a code of laws >N\:vlft.Vv^\sa«' 
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gtates. Our fathers have filled them. But there remains to 
us a great duty of defence and preservation ; and there is 
opened to us, also, a noble pursuit, to which the spirit of the 
times strongly invites us. Our proper business is improve- 
ment. Let our age be the age of improvement. In a day 
of peace, let us advance the arts of peace and the works of 
peace. Let us develop the resources of our land, call forth 
its powers, build up its institutions, promote all its great 
interests, and see whether we also, in our day and genera 
tion, may not perform something worthy to be remembered. 
Let us cultivate a true spirit of union and harmony. In 
pursuing the great objects which our condition points out 
to us, let us act under a settled conviction, and an habitual 
feeling, that these twenty-four States are one country. Let 
our conceptions be enlarged to the circle of our duties. Let 
us extend our ideas over the whole of the vast field in which 
we are called to act. Let our object be, our country, our 
whole country, and nothing but our country. And, by the 
blessing of God, may that country itself become a vast and 
splendid monument, not of oppression and terror, but of 
Wisdom, of Peaces, and of Liberty, upon which the world 
may gaze witli admiration for ever ! 

braced almoRt every subject of Bocial Importance. Alfred the Great, 
KluK of England, died in 901, after a reign of tliirty years. He collected 
the laws of the Saxons, and formed them into a new code, and estab- 
lished a tribunal for the administration of justice, which may, perhaps, 
have suggested to a later sovereign (Henry II.) the trial by Jury. 

Note.— In the first Bunker Hill oration Mr. "Webster touched his 
higheNt point in the dllllcult task of commemorative oratory. In that 
tield lie not only stands unrivaled, but no one has approached him. 
The innumerable productions of this class by other men, many of a 
high degree of excellence, are forgotten, while those of Webster form 
partoftlie education of every American school-boy, are widely read, 
and have entered into the literature and thought of the country.— 
Henry Cabot Lodgers Webster, 



THE COMPLETION OF THE BUNKEB HILL 

MONUMENT. 

An addreM ielivered on Bunker Hillf on the VI th of June, 1843. 

INTBODUCJl'ORY NOTE. 

Seventeen years had elapsed since the corner-stone of Bunker Hill 
Monument was laid, with the address of "Webster, which had become 
Imperishably associated, in every part of the Union, with the ^vent 
which it was designed to commemorate. It was fitting that the elo- 
quence of Webster should crown the work. The last stone was laid in 
its place on the morning of the 23d of July, 1842. It was determined by 
the directors of the Association, that the completion of the work should 
be celebrated in a manner not less imposing than that in which the 
laying of the corner-stone had been celebrated. Many circumstances 
conspired to increase the interest of the occasion. Webster's address 
in 1825 had obtained the widest circulation throughout the country. 
Passages from it had passed into household words throughout the 
Union. They made the Bunker Hill Monument a familiar thought 
with the people. The President and his Cabinet had accepted invita- 
tions to be present. One hundred and eight surviving veterans of the 
Bevolution, among whom were some who were in the battle of Bunker 
Hill, Imparted a touching interest to the scene. The day was uncom 
monly fine ; cool for the season, and clear. Mr. Webster was stationed 
upon an elevated platform, in front of the audience and of the monu- 
ment towering in the background. It is estimated that a hundrcc 
thousand persons were gathered about the spot, and nearly half thai 
number are supposed to have b<^en within the reach of the orator's 
voice. " When, after saying, * It is not from my lips, etc. The powerful 
speaker stands motionless before us,' he imuscd, and pointed in silent 
admiration to the sublime structure, the audience burst into long and 
loud applause. It was some moments before the speaker could go on 
with the address.'* This second Bunker Hill address is naturally less 
impassioned than the first, but it is a discourse filled with a sober 
beauty, and with a very impressive statement of the true principle of 
the American Revolution, and of the systems of government which, 
derived through that revolution from English sources, were confirmed 
1^4 established by it. The young student cannot read and re-read this 

2^ 



30 THE BUNKEB HILL 

oration too many times. Portions of it should become fkmiliar afi 
household words. 

To bring this address within the compass of this little book, sundry 
portions have been omitted, but the wording has not been changed or 
condensed. 



1. A DUTY has been performed. A work of gratitude and 
patriotism is completed. This structure, having its founds^ 
tions in soil which drank deep of early Revolutionary blood, 
has at length reached its destined height, and now lifts its 
summit to the skies. 

2. We have assembled to celebrate the accomplishment 
of the undertaking, and to indulge afresh in the recollec- 
tion of the great event which it is designed to commemo- 
rate. Eighteen years, more than half the duration of a 
generation of mankind, have elapsed since the corner-stone 
of this monument was laid. The hopes of its projectors 
rested on voluntary contributions, private munificence, and 
the general favor of the public. These hopes have not been 
disappointed. 

3. The Bunker Hill Monument* is finished. Here it 
stands. Fortunate in the high natural eminence on which 



1. The Bunker Hill Monument.— The following description of the 
Bunker Hill Monument and Square Is from Mr. Frothingham's History 
of Ihe Siege of Boston: " Monument Square is four hundred and seven- 
teen feet from north to south, and four hundred feet from east to west, 
and contains nearly six acres. It embraces the whole site of the re- 
doubt, and a part of the site of the breastwork. According to the most 
accurate plan of the town and thebattle (Page's), the monument stands 
where the southwest angle of the redoubt was, and the whole of the 
redoubt was between the monument and the street that bounds it on 
the west. The smail mound in tlie northeast corner of the square is 
supposed to be the remains of the breastwork. Warren fell about two 
hundred feet west of the monument. Anironfenceenclosesthesquare, 
and another surrounds the monument. The square has entrances on 
each of its sides, and at each of its corners, and is surrounded by a walk 
and rows of trees. The obelisk is thirty reet in diameter at tne base, , 
about lifteen feet at the top of the truncated part, and was designed to 
be two hundred and twenty feet high ; but tlie mortar and the seams 
between the stones make the precise height two hundred and twenty- 
one feet. Within the shaft is a hollow cone, with a spiral stairway 
winding round it to its summit, which enters a circular chamber at the 
top. There are ninoty courses of stone In the shaft, — six of them below 
the ground, and eighty-four above the' ground. The capstone, orapex, 
is a single stone four feet square at the base, and three feet Six incue9 
Xp Mtfj/^htf wei^hin^ two an4 » half toa§," 
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It Is placed, higher, infinitely higher in its ohjeets Knd 
purposes, it rises over the land and over the sea ; and visi- 
ble, at their homed, to thn e hundred thousand of the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts, it stands a memorial of the last, and 
a monitor to the present, and to all succeeding generations. 
I have 8X>oken of the loftiness of its purpose. If it had 
been without any other design than the creation of a work 
of art, the granite of which it is composed would have 
slept in its native bed. It has a purpose, and that purpose 
gives it its character. That purpose enrobes it with dignitj 
and moral grandeur. That well-known purpose it is which 
causes us to look up to it with a feeling of awe. It is itself 
the orator of this occasion. It is not from my lips, it could 
not be from any human lips, that that strain of eloquence 
is this day to flow most competent to move and excite the 
vast multitudes around me. The powerful speaker ' stands 
motionless before us. It is a plain shaft. It bears no in- 
scriptions, fronting to the rising sun, from which the future 
antiquary shall wipe the dust. Nor does the rising sun 
cause tones of music to issue from its summit. But at the 
rising of the sun, and at the setting of the sun ; in the blaze 
of noonday, and beneath the milder effulgence of lunar 
light ; it looks, it speaks, it acts, to the full comprehension 
of every American mind, and the awakening of glowing 
enthusiasm in every American heart. Its silent, but awful 
utterance ; its deep pathos, as it brings to our contempla- 
tion the 17th of June, 1775, and the consequences which 
have resulted to us, to our country, and to the world, from 
the events of that day, and which we know must continue 
io.rain influence on the destinies of mankind to the cvl of 
time ; the elevation with which it raises us high above the 
ordinary feelings of life — surpass all that the study of the 
closet, or even the inspiration of genius, can produce. To- 
day it speaks to us. Its future auditories will be the suo- 



2. The powerful speaker^ etc.— No wonder the vast concourse of people 
burst forth into " long and loud applause," as the great orator put aU 
the strength of hi^ oiAtchl9S9 9V9,iory into this masterly passage in. h.l& 

oration. 
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cessive generations of men, bs they rise up before it and 
gather around it. Its speech will be of patriotism and 
courage ; of civil and religious liberty ; of free government ; 
of the moral improvement and elevation of mankind ; and 
of the immortal memory of those who, with heroic devo- 
tion, have sacrificed their lives for their country. 

4. In the older world, numerous fabrics exist, reared by 
human hands, but whose object has been lost in the dark- 
' aess of ages. They are now moniunents of nothing but the 
ibor and skill which constructed them. 

6. The mighty pyramid itself, half buried in the sands of 
Africa, has nothing to bring down and report to us but the 
power of kings and the servitude of the people. If it had 
any purpose beyond that of a mausoleum, such purpose has 
perished from history and from tradition. If asked for its 
moral object, its admonition, its sentiment, its instruction 
to mankind, or any high end in its erection, it is silent ; 
silent as the millions which lie in the dust at its base, and 
in the catacombs which surround it. Without a just moral 
object, therefore, made known to man, though raised against 
the skies, it excites only conviction of power, mixed with 
strange wonder. But if the civilization of the present race 
of men, founded, as it is, in solid science, the true knowl^ 
edge of nature, and vast discoveries in art, and which is 
elevated and purified by moral sentiment and by the truths 
of Christianity, be not destined to destruction before the 
final termination of human existence on earth, the object 
and purpose of this edifice will be known till that hour shall 
3ome. And even if civilization should be subverted, and the 
truths of the Christian religion obscured by a new deluge of 
barbarism, the memory of Bunker Hill and the American 
Bevolution will still be elements and parts of the knowledge 
which shall be possessed by the last man to whom the light 
of civilization and Christianity shall be extended. 

6. Banners and badges, processions and flags, announce 

to us, that amidst this uncounted throng are thousands of 

natives of Kew England now residents in other States. 

WeJcome, j^e kindred names, with kindred blood I From 
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the broad savannas of the South, from the newer regions of 
the West, from amidst the hundreds of thousands of men 
o^f Eastern origin who cultivate the rich valley of the Gene- 
see or live along the chain of the Lakes, from the mountains 
of Pennsylvania, and from the thronged cities of the coast, 
"welcome, welcome ! Wherever else you may be strangers, 
here you are all at home. You assemble at this shrine of 
liberty, near the family altars at which your earliest devo- 
tions were paid to heaven, near to the temples of worship 
first entered by you, and near to the schools and colleges in 
which your education was received. You come hither with 
a glorious ancestry of liberty. You bring names which are 
on the rolls of Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill. You 
come, some of you, once more to be embraced by an aged 
Revolutionary father, or to receive another, perhaps a last, 
blessing, bestowed in love and tears, by a mother, yet sur- 
viving to witness and to enjoy your prosperity and happi- 
ness. 

7. But if family associations and the recollections of the 
past bring you hither with greater alacrity, and mingle 
with your greeting much of local attachment and private 
afiTection, greeting also be given, free and hearty greeting, 
to every American citizen who treads this sacred soil with 
patriotic feeling, and respires with pleasure in an atmos- 
phere perfumed with the recollections of 1775 ! This occa- 
sion is respectable,' nay, it is grand, it is sublime, by the 
nationality of its sentiment. Among the seventeen millions 
of happy people who form the American community, there 
is not one that has not a deep and abiding interest in that 
which it commemorates. 

8. Woe betide the man who brings to this day^s worship 
feelings less than wholly American ! Woe betide the man 
that can stand here with the fires of local resentment burn- 
ing, or the purpose of fomenting local jealousies and the 



3. Respectable— Webster was fond of certain words, commonplace 
enough in themselves, to which he insisted on impartinsr a more than 
ordinary Import. Two of these which meet us continually in reading 
his speeches are " interesting " and " respectable." Thus he speaks of 
**tiie interesting group upon the deck " of the ^a^(loujer« 



34 THE BlTlirKEIl HILL 

strifes of local interests festering and rankling in his heart \ 
Union, established in justice, in patriotism, and the most 
plain and obvious common interest — union, founded on tlie 
same love of liberty, cemented by blood shed in the same 
common cause — union has been the source of all our glory 
and greatness thus far, and is the ground of all our highest 
hopes. This column stands on Union. I know not that it 
might not keep its position, if the American Union, in the 
mad conflict of human passions, and in the strife of parties 
and factions, should be broken up and destroyed. I know 
not that it would totter and fkll to the earthy and mingle 
its fragments with the fragments of Liberty and the Con- 
stitution, when State should be separated from State, and 
faction and dismemberment obliterate forever all the hopes 
of the founders of our republic, and the great inheritance of 
their children. It might stand. But who, from beneath 
the weight of mortification and shame that would oppress 
him, could look up to behold it ? Whose eyeballs would 
not be seared by such a spectacle ? For my part, should I 
live to such a time, I shall avert my eyes from it for ever. 

9. It is not a mere military encounter of hostile * armies 
that the battle of Bunker Hill presents its principal claim to 
attention. Yet, even as a mere battle, there were circum- 
stances attending it extraordinary in character, and en- 
titling it to peculiar distinction. It was fought on this 
eminence ; in the neighborhood of yonder city ; in the 
presence of many more spectators than there were combat- 
ants in the conflict. Men, women, and children, from 
every commanding position, were gazing at the battle, and 
looking for its result with all the eagerness natural to those 
who knew that the issue was fraught with the deepest con- 
sequences to themselves, personally, as well as to their 
country. Yet, on the 16th of June, 1775, there was nothing 
around this hill but verdure and culture. There was, in- 



4. The Battle of Bunker Hill.— Read In connection with this passage 
fall details of this flrst important battle of the Revolution. Read cer- 
tain portions of P^rothingham's "History of the Siege of Boston," 
holmes' poem called " Grandmother's Story of the Battle of Bunker 
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deed, the note of awful preparation in Boston. There was 
the Provincial army at Cambridge, with its right flack 
resting on Dorchester, and its left on Chelsea. But here all 
was peace. Tranquility reigned around. On the 17th, 
every thing was changed. On this eminence had arisen, in 
the night, a redoubt, built by Prescott, and in which he held 
oominand. Perceived by the enemy at dawn, it was inmie- 
diately cannonaded from the floating batteries in the river, 
and from the opposite shore. And then ensued the hurried 
movement in Boston, and soon the troops of Britain em- 
barked in the attempt to dislodge the Colonists. In an hour 
everything indicated an immediate and bloody conflict. 
Love of liberty on one side, proud defiance of rebellion on 
the other, hopes and fears, and courage and daring, on both 
sides, animated the hearts of the combatants as they hung 
on the edge of battle. 

10. Both parties were anxious to try the strength of their 
arms. The pride of England would not permit the rebels, 
as she termed them, to defy her to the teeth ; and, without 
for a micttnent calculating the cost, the British general deter- 
mined to destroy the fort immediately. On the other side, 
Prescott and his gallant followers longed and thirsted for a 
decisive trial of strength and of courage. Xliey wished a 
battle, and wished it at once. And this is the true secret of 
the movements on this hill. 

11. I will not attempt to describe that battle. The can- 
nonading ; the landing of the British ; their advance ; the 
coolness with which the charge was met ; the repulse ; the 
second attack ; the second repulse ; the burning of Charles- 
town ; and, finally, the closing assault, and the slow retreat 
Df the Americans, — the history of all these is familiar. 

12. But the consequences of the battle of Bunker Hill 
were greater than those of any ordinary conflict, although 
between armies of far greater force, and terminating with 
more immediate advantage on the one side or the other. It 
was the first great battle of the Revolution ; and not only 
the first blow, but the blow which doterniiiu'd the contort. 
It did not, Indeed, put an end to the war, but in the then 
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existing hostile state of feeling, the diflSlculties could only be 
referred to the arbitration of the sword. And one thing is 
certain : that after the New England troops had shown 
themselves able to face and repulse the regulars, it was 
decided that peace never could be established, but upon the 
basis of the Independence of the Colonies. When the sun 
of that day went down, the event of Independence was no 
longer doubtful. In a few days Washington heard of the 
battle, and he inquired if the militia had stood the fire of 
the regulars. When told that they had not only stood that 
fire, but reserved their own till the enemy was within eight 
rods, and then poured it in with tremendous effect, **Then," 
exclaimed he, ** the liberties of the country are safe ! ^' The 
consequences of this battle were just of the same importance 
as the Revolution itself. 

13. If there was nothing of value in the principles of the 
American Revolution, then there is nothing valuable in the 
battle of Bunker Hill and its, consequences. But if the 
Revolution was an era in the history of man favorable to 
human happiness, if it was an event which marked the 
progress of man all over the T^orld from despotism to liberty, 
then this monument is not raised without cause. Then the 
battle of Bunker Hill is not an event undeserving celebra- 
tions, commemorations, and rejoicings, now, and in all com- 
ing times. 

14. What, then, is the true and peculiar principle * of the 
American Revolution, and of the systems of government 
which it has confirmed and established ? The truth is, that 
the American Revolution was not caused by the instanta- 
neous discovery of principles of government before unheard 
of, or the practical adoption of political ideas such as had 
never before entered into the minds of men. It was but the 
full development of principles of government, forms of 
society, and political sentiments, the origin of all which lay 
back two centuries in English and American history. 

6. True and peculiar principle.— Master thoroughly Webster's able ex- 
position of the " true and peculiar principle " of the Revolution. It is 
the epitome of all that can be said, b tamped with all the fervor of patri- 
otic oratory. 
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15. The discovery of America, its colonization by the 
nations of Europe, the history and progress of the colonies, 
from their establishment to the time when the principal of 
them threw off their allegiance to the respective states by 
which they had been planted, and founded governments 
of their own, constitute one of the most interesting portions 
of the annals of man. These events occupied three hundred 
years ; during which period civilization and knowledge 
made steady progress in the Old World ; so that Europe, at 
the conmiencement of the nineteenth century, had become 
greatly changed from that Europe which began the coloni- 
zation of America at the close of the fifteenth, or the com- 
mencement of the sixteenth. And what is most material 
to my present purpose is, that in the progress of the first of 
these centuries, that is to say, from the discovery of America 
to the settlements of Virginia and Massachusetts, pohtical 
and religious events took place, which most materially 
affected the state of society and the sentiments of mankind, 
especially in England and in parts of Continental Europe. 
After a few feeble and unsuccessful efforts by Eng- 
land, under Henry the Seventh,^ to plant colonies in 
America, no designs of that kind were prosecuted for a long 
period, either by the English government or any of its sub- 
jects. Without inquiring into the causes of this delay, its 
consequences are sufficiently clear and striking. England, 
in this lapse of a century, unknown to herself, but under the 
providence of God and the influence of events, was fitting 
herself for the work of colonizing North America, on such 
principles, and by such men, as should spread the English 
name and English blood, in time, over a great portion of 
the Western hemisphere. The commercial spirit was greatly 
fostered by several laws passed in the reign of Henry the 



6. Henry the Seventh.— The discovery of Americu ]).v (''oluinbiis in 1492 
gave a great impulse to the spirit of inaritime adventure tlirou^liout 
western Europe. Under a commission of II<»nry VII, John (,'abot 
made a voyage to tlie New World (141)7), and discovered the coast of 
North America from Labrador southward. This was tlie orip:in of the 
English claim to a portion of the New World. Many wise and salutory 
laws were enacted during his reign, and commerce was greatly 
encouraged. 
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I 

Seventh ; and in the same reign encouragement waa given 
to arts and manufactures in the eastern countries, and some 
not unimportant modifications of the feudal system took 
place, by allowing the breaking of entails. 

16. These and other measures, and other occurrences, were 
making way for a new class of society to emerge and show 
itself, in a military and feudal age ; a middle class, between 
the barons or great landholders and the retainers of the 
crown, on the one side, and the tenants of the crown and 
barons, and agricultural and other laborers, on the other 
side. With the rise and growth of this new class of society, 
not only did commerce and the arts increase, but better edu- 
cation, a greater degree of knowledge, juster notions of the 
true ends of government, and sentiments favorable to civil 
liberty, began to be spread abroad, and become more and 
more common. But the plants springing from these seeds 
were of slow growth. The character of English society had 
indeed begun to undergo a change ; but changes of national 
character are ordinarily the work of time. Operative causes 
were, however, evidently in existence, and sure to produce, 
ultimately, their proper effect. From the accession of Henry 
the Seventh to the breaking out of the civil wars, England 
enjoyed much greater exemption from war, foreign and 
domestic, than for a long period before, and during the con- 
troversy between the houses of York and Lancaster.^ These 
years of peace were favorable to conmierce and the arts. 
Conunerce and the arts augmented general and individual 
knowledge; and knowledge is the only fountain, both of the 
love and the principles of human liberty. 

17. Other powerful causes soon came into active play. The 
Beformation of Luther^ broke out, kindling up the minds 



7. York and Lancaster.— The civil contests between these two great 
families of England were styled the Wars of the Roses, from the badge 
or symbol of each party. This civil strife broke out in 1455 and lasted 
thirty years. It was signalized by twelve pitched battles, and marked 
by the most unrelenting barbarity. 

8. Reformation of Luther.— This great movement, at first religious 
and ecclesiastical, afterwards assumed a political and social character. 
It engrossed the attention of a large portion of Europe during the 
jd^teenth century, materially aOected the whole frame-work of society 
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of men afresh, leading to new habita of thought, and awak- 
eiiing in individuila energies hcforp unknown even to theia- 
seivea. The religious controversies of thia period changed 
eociety, as well as rcli^on ; indeed it would lie easy to prove, 
if this occasion were proper for it, that they clianged Bocietj 
to a considerable extant, where they did not change the re- 
ligion of the state. They changed man himself, in his 
modes of thought, hla oonsciousness of his own powers, and 
hi8 desire of Intellectual attainment. The spirit of commeiv 
dal and foreign adventure, therefore, on the one hand, 
which had gained so much strength and influence since the 
time of the discovery of America, and, on the other, tht 
assertion and maintenance of religious lilierty, having their 
source indeed in theBeformation, but continued, direraifled, 
and constantly strengthened by the subsequent divisions of 
sentiment and opinion among the Reformers themselves, 
and this love of religious liberty drawing after it, or bring- 
ing along with it, as it always does, an ardent devotion ta 
the principle of civil lil>erty also, were the powerful influ- 
ences under which character was formed, and men trained, 
the great work of introducing English civilization, Eng- 
law, and, what I9 more than all, Anglo-Saxon blood, 

itotbe wilderness of North America. Baleigh' and his 
companions may be considered es the creatures, principally, 
oftheflrst of these causes. High-spirited, full of the loveof 
personal adventure, excited, too, in some degree, by the 
hopes of sudden riches from the discovery of mines of the 
idouB metals, and not unwilling to diversity the labors of 

ittling a colony with occasional cruising against the Span- 
jferds in the West Indian Seas, they crossed and re-crossed 
the ocean with a frequency which surprises us, when we 
oonaider the state of navigation, and which evinces a most 
'daring spirit. 



,__ , _nd IB called In hlBtory the Retormatlon. Tho 

laaaeroC Ihs Befonnutlon Id OenntiD)' was Murtln Tjutbsr. The cur- 
rent literature that pertnliu to Luther and Uia RofbrmaUon Is Tery 
»OlU)o at the prcBen t time. 

». RBldeli.— The Btory of thiB gallant hero who flpiraa 

tn hlatory and flcllon Is fumlliur to every sobool-lHiy. 

- oonnemlnn his LLfo and tbe well known tUitf oC bJB j^ul 
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18. The other cause peopled New England. The May- 
flxywer *® sought our shores under no high-wrought spirit of 
commercial adventure, no love of gold, no mixture of pur- 
pose warlike or hostile to any human being. Like the dove 
from the ark, she had put forth only to find rest. Solemn 
supplications on the shore of the sea, in Holland, had invoked 
for her, at her departure, the blessings of Providence. The 
stars which guided her were the unobscured constellations 
of civil and religious liberty. Her deck was the altar of the 
living God. Fervent prayers on bended knees mingled, 
morning and evening, with the voices of ocean and the 
sighing of the wind in her shrouds. Every prosperous 
breeze, which, gently swelling her sails, helped the Pilgrims 
onward in their course, awoke new anthems of praise ; and 
when the elements were wrought into fury, neither the 
tempest, tossing their fragile bark like a feather, nor the 
darkness and howling of the midnight storm, ever disturbed, 
in man or woman, the firm and settled purpose of their 
souls, to undergo all, and to do all, that the meekest patience, 
the boldest resolution, and the highest trust in Gk)d, could 
enable human beings to suffer or to perform.*^ 

, 19. Some differences may, doubtless, be traced at this day 
between the descendants of the early colonists of Virginia 
and those of New England, owing to the different influences 
and different circumstances under which the respective set- 
tlements were made ; but only enough to create a pleasing 
variety in the midst of a general family resemblance. But 
the habits, sentiments, and objects of both soon became 
modified by local causes, growing out of their condition in 
the New World ; and as this condition was essentially alike 
in both, and as both at once adopted the same general rules 
and principles of English jurisprudence, and became accus- 
tomed to the authority of representative bodies, these differ- 
ences gradually diminished. They disappeared by the prog- 

10. The Mayflower.— The frail but celebrated vessel which brought the 
Pilgrims to the Plymouth shore. Read portions of Longfellow's 
"Courtship of Miles Standish," 

11. Commit this graphic passage to memory, beginning: "TUe oV^X 
fi^use peopled JVew England," etc, 
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ress of time, and the influence of intercourse. The neces- 
sity of some degree of union and co-operation to defend 
themselves against the savage tribes tended to excite in them 
mutual resj)eet and regard. They fought together in the 
wars against France." The great and common cause of the 
Revolution bound them to one another by new links of 
brotherhood ; and at length the present constitution of gov- 
ernment united them happily and gloriously to form the 
great republic of the world, and bound up their interests and 
fortunes, till the whole earth sees that there is now for them, 
in present possession as well as in future hope, but ** One 
Country, One Constitution, and One Destiny.^' 

20. The colonization of the tropical region, and the whole 
of the southern parts of the Continent, by Spain and Portu- 
gal, was conducted on other principles, under the influence 
of other motives, and followed by far different consequences. 
From the time of its discovery, the Spanish government 
pushed forward its settlements in America, not only with 
vigor, but with eagerness ; so that long before the first per- 
manent English settlement had been accomplished in what 
is now the United States, Spain had conquered Mexico, 
Peru, and Chili, and stretched her power over nearly all the 
territory she ever acquired on this Continent. The rapidity 
of these conquests ^^ is to be ascribed in a great degree to the 
eagerness, not to say the rapacity, of those numerous bands 
of adventurers, who were stimulated by individual interests 
and private hopes to subdue immense regions, and take pos- 
session of them in the name of the crown of Spain. The 
mines of gold and silver were the incitements to these effbrts, 
and accordingly settlements were generally made, and 
Spanish authority established immediately on the subjuga- 
tion of territory, that the native population might be set to 
work by their new Spanish masters in the mines. From 

12. Wars against France— Reference is made to what is i>()pularly 
known as the •* French and Indian Wars," whi(rh wc^re carried on with 
much cruelty and bloodshed just before the war of tlie Revolution 
broke out. 

13. These conquests.— For a full account of the Conquest of Mexico 
andPeruby Spain, the discovery of America and all that pertains to 
the Spanish conquests and discoveries in America, the student is ri^ 
ferred to sunrtry chapters in Prcscott's fascinating histories. 
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' these facte, the love of gold — gold, notproduced by induBtry, 
nor accuiDulated by commerce, but gold dug from ita natiys 
bed in the bowels of the earth, and that earth ravished from 
it« rightful possessore by every possible degree of enormity, 
cruelty and crime — was long the governing passion in Span- 
ish wars and Spanish settleraenta in America. Even Colum- 
bus himself did not wholly escape the influence of this base 
motive. In hia early voyages we find him passing from 

'■ island to island, inquiring everywhere for gold ; as if God 
bad opened the New World to the knowledge of tho Old, 
only to gratify a passion equally senseless and sordid, and Xa 
offer up millions of an unoffending race of men to the de- 
struction of the sword, sharpened both by cruelty and rapac- 
ity. And yet Columbus was far above his age and country. 
Enthusiastic, indeed, but sober, rehgious, and magnani- 
mous ; bom to great things and capable of high sentiments, 
as his noble discourse before Ferdinand and Isabella, as well 
aa the whole history of his life, shows. Probably he sacri- 
ficed much to theknown sentiments of others, and addresBi^d 
to his followera naotives likely to influence them. At the 
same time, it is evident that he himself looked upon the 
world which he discovered as a world of wealth, all ready 
to be seized and enjoyed, 

21. The conquerors and the European settlers of Bpanish 
America were mainly military commanders and common 
soldiers. The monarchy of Spain was not transferred to this 
hemisphere, but it acted in it, as it acted at home, through 
its ordinary means, and its true representative, military 
force. The robbery and destruction of the native race was 
the achievement of standing armies, intbe right of the king, 
and by his authority, fighting in his name, for the aggran- 
dlzement of his power and the extension of his prerogatives, 
with military ideas under arbitrary maxims, — a portion of 
that dreadful instirumentality by which a perfect despotism 
governs a people. As there was no liberty in Spain, how 
could Uberty be transmitted to Bpanish colonies? 

22, The colonists of English Anaerica were of the people, 
Miidapeople already' free. They were of the middle, indu&- 
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frinufi, and already proeperous claaa, the inhabitants of com- 
mercial and manufacturing cities, among whom liberty first 
revived and respired, after a sleep of a thousand years in the 
bosom of the Dark Ages," Spain descended on the New 
World in the armed and terrible image of hermonarchy and 
her Boldiery ; England approached it in the winning and 
popular garb nf personal rights, public protection, and civil 
freedom. England transplanted liberty to America ; Spain 
transplanted power. England, through the agency of private 
jKtmpanies and the efforts of individuals, colonized this part 
3f North America by industrious individuals, making their 
own way in the wilderness, defending themselves against 
the savages, recognizing their right to the soil, and with a 
general honest purpose of introducing knowledge as well as 
Christianity among them. Spain stooped onSouth America, 
like a vulture on its prey. Everything was force. Terri- 
tories were acquired by fire and sword. Cities were destroyed 
fay Hre and sword. Hundreds of thousands of human beings 
fell by flreandaword. Even coEveraion to ChriBtianitj was 
attempted by fire and sword. 

23. Behold, then, fellow-citizens, the difference resulting 
,rom the operation of the two principles '. Here, to-day, on 
the summit of Bunker Hill, and at the foot of this monu- 
ment, behold the difference 1 I would that the fifty thousand 
voices prMent could proclaim it with a shout which should 
be heard over the globe. Our inheritance was of liberty, 
secured and regulated by law, and enlightened by religion 
and knowledge ; that of South America was of power, stem, 
unrelenting, tyrannical, mlUtury power. And now look to 
theconaequenceaof the two principles on the general and 
a^^p%gate happiness of the human race. Behold the results, 
in all the regions conquered by Cort4z and Pizarro, and the 
contrasted reauits here. I suppose the territory of the 
United Stat€B may amount to one-eighth, or one-tenth, of 



14. Di 

l,''to"that'o fNapiesi' IjyCbarieii Vllir liB6,~DnirnB" t W» " 



'unw i 



44 THE BUNKER HILL 

that colonized by Spain on this Continent ; and yet in all 
that vast region there are but between one and two milliona 
of people of European color and European blood, while in 
the United States there are fourteen millions who rejoice in 
their descent from the i)eople of the more northern part of 
Europe. 

24. But we may follow the difference in the original prin- 
ciple of colonization, and in its character and objects, ^tiU 
farther. We must look to moral and intellectual results ; 
we must consider consequences, not only as they show 
themselves in hastening or retarding the increase of popula- 
tion and the supply of physical wants, but in their civiliza- 
tion, improvement, and happiness. We must inquire what 
progress has been made in the true science of liberty, in the 
knowledge of the great principles of self-government, and 
in the progress of man, as a social, moral, and religious 
being. 

25. I would not willingly say anything on this occasion 
discourteous to the new governments founded on the demo- 
lition of the power of the Spanish monarchy. They are yet 
on their trial, and I hope for a favorable result. But truth, 
sacred truth, and fidelity to the cause of civil liberty, com- 
pel me to say, that hitherto they have discovered quite too 
much of the spirit of that monarchy from which they sepa- 
rated themselves. Quite too frequent resort is made to mili- 
tary force ; and quite too much of the substance of the people 
is consumed in maintaining armies, not for defence against 
foreign aggression, but for enforcing obedience to domestic 
authority. Standing armies are the oppressive instruments 
for governing the people, in the hands of hereditary and 
arbitrary monarchs. A military republic, ^^ a government 
founded on mock elections and supported only by the sword, 
is a movement indeed, but a retrograde and disastrous move- 
ment, from the regular and old-fashioned monarchical sys- 



15. Military republic, etc.— More than forty years have elapsed since 

iihese glowing words were uttered. In the light of the world's filstory 

since 1843 have Webster's ideas of a republic been found to be sound and 
fFJse? 
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terns. If men would enioy the blessings of republican gov- 
ernment, they must govern themselves by reason, by mutual 
counsel and consultation, by a sense and feeling of general 
interest, and by the acquiescence of the minority in the will 
of the majority, properly expressed ; and, above all, thfe 
military must be kept, according to the language of our Bill 
of Bights, in strict subordination to the civil authority. 
Wherever this lesson is not both learned and practised, there 
can be no political freedom. Absurd, preposterous is it, a 
sooff and a satire on free forms of constitutional liberty, for 
frames of government to be prescribed by military leaders, 
and the right of suffrage to be exercised at the point of the 
sword. 

26. Making all allowance for situation and climate, it can 
not be doubted by intelligent minds, that the difference 
now existing between North and South America is justly 
attributable, in a great degree, to political institutions in the 
Old World and in the New. And how broad that difference 
is I Suppose an assembly, in one of the valleys or on the side 
of o:xe of the mountains of the southern half of the hemi* 
sphere, to be held, this day, in the neighborhood of a large 
city ; — ^what would be the scene presented ? Yonder is a vol- 
cano, flaming and smoking, but shedding no light, moral or 
intellectual. At its foot is the mine, sometimes yielding, 
perhaps, large gains to capital, but in which labor is des- 
tined to eternal and unrequited toil, and followed only by 
penury and beggary. The city is filled with armed men ; 
not a free people, armed and coming forth voluntarily to 
rejoice in a public festivity, but hireling troops, supported 
by forced loans, excessive impositions on commerce, or taxes 
wrung from a half-fed and a half-clothed population. For 
the great there are palaces covered with gold ; for the poor 
there are hovels of the meanest sort. Do public improve- 
ments favor intercourse between place and place ? Bo far 
from this, the traveler can not pass from town to town, 
without danger, every mile, of robbery and assassination.: 
I would not overcharge or exaggerate this picture ; but ita 
principal features are all too truly sketched. 
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27. And how doea it eontraet with the scene now actually 
before us? Look round uxwn theee fields ; they are verdant 
and beautiful, well cultivated, and at this moment loaded 
with the riches of the early harvest. The hands which till 
them are those of the free owners of the soil, enjoyingequal 
rights, and protected by law from oppression and tyranny. 
Look to the thousand vessels in our sight, filling the harboFt 
or covering the neighboring sea. They are the vehicles ot 
a profitable commerce, carried on by men who know that 
the profits of their hardy enterprise, when they make them, 
are their own ; and this commerce is encouraged and regit- 
lated by wise laws, and defended, when need be, by the 
valor and patriotism of the country. Look to that fair city, 
the abode of so much difl^ised wealth, so much general hap- 
piness and comfort, so much personal independence, and so 
much general knowledge, and not undistinguished, I may 
be permitted to add, for hospitality and social refinement. 
She fears no forced contributions, no siege or sacking 
from military leaders of rival factions. The hundred 
temples in which her citizens worship Ood are in no danger 
of sacrilege. The regular administration of the laws en- 
counters no obstacle. The long processions of children and 
youth, which you see this day, issuing by thousands from 
her free schools, prove the care and anxiety with which a 
popular government provides for the education and morals 
of the people. Everywhere there is order; everywhere there 
is security. Everywhere the law reaches to the highest and 
reaches to the lowest, to protect all in their rights, and to 
restrain all from wrong ; and over aU hovers liberty,— that 
liberty for which our fathers fought and fell on this very 
spot, with her eye ever watchftil, and her eagle wing ever 
wide outspread. 

38. The English colonists in America, generally speaking, 
were men who were seeking new homes In a new world. 
They brought with them their families and all that was 
most dear to them. This was especially the case with the 
colonists of Plymouth and Massaehusetts. Many of them 
Were educated men, and all possessed their full share, qb^ 
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cording to their social condition, of the knowledge and 
attainments of that age. The distinctive characteristic of 
their settlement is the introduction of the civilization of 
Europe into a wilderness, without bringing with it the 
political institutions of Europe. The arts, sciences, and lit- 
erature of England came over with the settlers. That great 
portion of the common law^' which regulates the social and 
personal relations and conduct of men, came also. The jury 
came : the habeas corpus came ; the testamentary power 
came ; and the law of inheritance and descent came also, 
except that part of it which recognizes the rights of primo- 
geniture, which either did not come at all, or soon gave way 
to the rule of equal partition of estates among children. But 
the monarchy did not come, nor the aristocracy, nor the 
Church, as an estate of the realm. Political institutions 
were to be framed anew, such as should be adapted to the 
state of things. But it could not be doubtful what should be 
the nature and character of these institutions. A general 
social equality prevailed among the settlers, and an equality 
of political rights seemed the natural, if not the necessary 
consequence. 

29. It has been said with much vivacity, that the felicity 
of the American colonists consisted in their escape from the 
past. This is true so far as respects political establishments, 
but no farther. They brought with them a full portion of 
all the riches of the past, in science, in art, in morals, religion, 
and literature. The Bible came with them. And it is 
not to be doubted, that to the free and universal reading of 
the Bible, in that age, men were much indebted for right 
views of civil liberty. The Bible is a book of faith, and a 
book of doctrine, and a book of morals, and a book of re- 
ligion, of especial revelation from God ; but it is also a book 
which teaches man his own individual responsibility, his 
own dignity, and his equality with his fellow-man. 



16. Great portion of the common law. — It will be Interesting for the 
student to review his English liistory in this connection, and trace the 
gradual growth of these great bulwarks of civil »nd religious liberty ia 
^Sn^land. 
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80. Baxjon and Locke, and Shakespeare and Milton, also 
came with the colonists. It was the object of the first set- 
tlers to form new political systems, but all that belonged to 
cultivated man, to family, to neighborhood, to social rela- 
tfions, accompanied them. In the Doric phrase of one of our 
own historians, ** they came to settle on bare creation ; " but 
their settlement in the wilderness, nevertheless, was not a 
lodgement of nomadic tribes, a mere resting-place of roam* 
ing savages. It was the beginning of a permanent commu- 
nity, the fixed residence of cultivated men. Not only was 
English literature read, but English, good English, was 
spoken and written, before the axe had made way to let in 
the sun upon the habitations and fields of Plymouth and 
Massachusetts. And whatever may be said to the contrary, 
a correct use of the English language is, at this day, more 
^jeneral throughout the United States, than it is throughout 
England herself. 

31. But another grand characteristic is, that, in the Eng- 
lish colonies, political afiairs were left to be managed by the 
isolonists themselves. This, is another fact wholly distin- 
-^uishing them in character, as it has distinguished them in 
fortune, from the colonists of Spain. Here lies the founda- 
tion of that experience in self-government, which has pre- 
served order, and security, and regularity, amidst the play 
of popular institutions. Home government was the secret 
of the prosperity of the North American settlements. The 
more distinguished, of the New England colonists, with a 
most remarkable sagacity and a long-sighted reach into 
futurity, refused to come to America unless they could bring 
with them charters providing for the administration of their 
affairs in this country. They saw from the first the evils of 
being governed in the New World by a power fixed in the 
Old. Acknowledging the general superiority of the crown, 
they still insisted on the right of passing local laws, and of 
local administration. And history teaches us the j ustice and 
the value of this determination in the example of Virginia. 
The early attempts to settle that Colony failed, sometimes 
wUJj the most melancholy and fatal Qonsequences, from 



Monument orations. 49 

want of knowledge, care, and attention on the part of those 
who had the charge of their affairs in England ; and it was 
only after the issuing of the third charter, that its prosperity 
fairly commenced. The cause was, that by that third char- 
ter the people of Virginia, for by this time they deserved to 
be so called, were allowed to constitute and establish the 
first popular representative assembly ^^ which ever convened 
on this Continent, the Virginia House of Burgesses. 

32. The great elements, then, of the American system of 
government, originally introduced by the colonists, and 
which were early in operation, and rc^ady to be developedy 
more and more, as the progress of events should justify or 
demand, were, — 

33. Escape from the existing political system of Europe, 
including its religious hierarchies, but the continued posses- 
sion and enjoyment of its science and arts, its literature, and 
its manners ; 

34. Home government, or the power of making in the 
colony the municipal laws which were to govern it ; 

Equality of rights ; 

Representative assemblies, or forms of government, 
founded on popular elections. 

35. Few topics are more inviting, or more fit for philo- 
sophical discussion, than the effect on the happiness of man- 
kind of institutions founded upon tliese principles ; or, in 
other words, the iiifiuence of the New World upon the Old. 

36. Her obligations to Europe for science and art, laws, 
literature, and manners, America acknowledges as she ought, 
with respect and gratitude. The people of the United 
States, descendants of the English stock, grateful for the 
treasures of knowledge derived from their English ancestors. 



17. First popular representative assembly. — Yeardly, a new governor 
of Virginia, arrived HI 1«>U>. There wore then, twelve years after the 
landing at Jamestown, Imt 00() colonists, and seven distinct plant^itions 
orboroughs. Yeardly, having made the mnnber of boroutrhs eh'ven, 
called ameetingof the first colonial Assembly, or "I louse of Burgesses," 
to which each of the boroughs sent its own ('hosen representatives. A 
written crmstitution, grantt^d to the <*olony in Hl'Jl. still further secured 
to the people the ])lessing of a representative form of goverumenti 
This was the first representative assembly iu America. 
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admit also, with thanks and filial regard, that among thosd 
ancestors, under the culture of Hampden and Sydney'® and 
other assiduous friends, that seed of popular liberty first 
germinated, which on our soil has shot up to its ftdl height, 
until its branches overshadow all the land. 

37. But America has not failed to make returns. If she 
has not wholly canceled the obligation, or equaled it by 
others of like weight, she has, at least, made respectable 
advances towards repaying the debt. And she admits, that, 
standing in the midst of civilized nations, and in a civilized 
age, a nation among nations, there is a high part which she 
is expected to act, for the general advancement of human 
interests and hiunan welfare. 

38. American mines have filled the mints of Europe with 
the precious metals. The productions of the American soil 
and climate have poured out their abundance of luxuries for 
the tables of the rich, and of necessaries for the sustenance 
of the poor. Birds and animals of beauty and value have 
been added to the European stocks ; and transplantations 
from the unequaled riches of our forests have mingled them- 
selves profusely with the elms, and ashes, and Druidical 
oaks of England. 

39. America has made contributions to Europe far more 
important. Who can estimate the amount, or the value, of 
the augmentation of the commerce of the world that has 
resulted from America ? Who can imagine to himself what 
would now be the shock to the Eastern Continent, if the 
Atlantic were no longer traversable, .or if there were no 
longer American productions, or American markets ? 

40. But America exercises influences, or holds out exam-' 
pies, for the consideration of the Old World, of a much 
higher, because they are of a moral and political character. 

41. America has furnished to Europe proof of the fact, that 
popular institutions, founded on equalityand the principle 

18. Hampden and Sydney— John Hampden (1594-1643), a distinguished 

English patriot, was an able advocate of human rijfhta and a staunch friend 

of the people. Read Maeaulay's essay on Hampden. Algernon Sydney 

CJes&-ie^\ an English republican patriot, entered the Parliamentary army, 

• end was tvouaded at Mancon Moor. 1644. He wrote ** Discourses on Qoy 



MOIOJMENT OBATIONS. 51 

of representation, are capable of maintaining governments, 
able to secure the rights of person, property, and reputation. 

42. America has proved that it is practicable to elevate the 
mass of mankind, — that portion which in Europe is called 
the laboring, or lower class, — ^to raise them to self-respect, to 
make them competent to act a part in the great right and 
great duty of self-government ; and she has proved that this 
may be done by education and the dif[\ision of knowledge. 
She holds out an example, a thousand times more encour- 
aging than ever was presented before, to those nine-tentha 
of the human race who are bom without hereditary fortune 
or hereditary rank. 

43. America has furnished to the world the character of 
Washington ! And if our American institutions had done 
nothing else, that alone would have entitled them to the 
respect of mankind. 

Washington !** " Firet in war, first in peace, and first 
in the hearts of his countrymen ! *' Washington is all our 
own ! The enthusiastic veneration and regard in which the 
people of the United States hold him, prove them to be 
worthy of such a countryman ; while his reputation abroad 
reflects the highest honor on his country. I would cheer- 
fully put the question to-day to the intelligence of Europe 
and the world, what character of the century, upon the 
whole, stands out in the relief of history, most pure, most 
respectable, most sublime; and I doubt not, that, by a 
suffrage approaching to unanimity, the answer would be 
Washington I 

44. The structure now standing before us, by its upright- 
ness, its solidity, its durability, is no unfit emblem of his 
character. His public virtues and public principles were as 
firm as the earth on which it stands; his personal motives, 
as pure as the serene heaven in which its summit is lost. 
But, indeed, though a fit, it is an inadequate emblem. Tow- 
ering high above the column which our hands have builded, 

19. Washington!— Webster's grand eulogy of Washiogton is indeed a 
matchless piece of oratory. Read and re-read it until every sentence ia 
indelibly fastened upon the memoxy. 
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beheld, not by the inhabitants of a single city or a single 
State, but by all the families of man, ascends the colossal 
grandeur of the character and life of Washington. In all 
the constituents of the one, in all the acts of the other, in all 
its titles to immortal love, admiration, and renown, it is an 
American production. It is the embodiment and vindica- 
tion of our Transatlantic liberty. Bom ui)on our soil, of 
parents also bom upon it ; never for a moment having had 
sight of the Old World ; instructed, according to the modes 
of his time, only in the spare, plain, but wholesome elemen- 
tary knowledge which our institutions provide for the chil- 
dren of the people ; growing up beneath and penetrated by 
the genuine influences of American society ; living from 
infancy to manhood and age amidst our expanding, but not 
luxurious civilization ; partaking in our great destiny of 
labor, our long contest with unreclaimed nature and unciv- 
ilized man, our agony of glory, the war of Independence, 
our great victory of peace, the formation of the Union, and 
the establishment of the Constitution, — he is all, all our 
own I Washington is ours. That crowded and glorious 
life, 

"Where multitudes of virtues passed along, 
Each pressing foremost, In the mighty throng 
Ambitious to be seen, then making room 
For greater multitudes that were to come,"— 

that life was the life of an American citizen. 

45. I claim him for America. In all the perils, in every dark- 
ened moment of the state, in the midst of the reproaches of 
enemies and the misgivings of friends, I turn to that trans- 
cendent name for courage and for consolation. To him who 
denies or doubts whether our fervid liberty can be combined 
with law, with order, with thesecurity of property, with the 
pursuits and advancement of happiness ; to him who denies 
that our forms of government are capable of producing exal- 
tation of soul, and the passion of true glory ; to hun who 
denies that we have contributed anything to the stock of 
groBt Jaasons and great example? ;— to all these T reply by 
poiiktinsr to Washington I 
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46. And now, friends and fellow-citizens, it is time to bring 
this discourse to a close. We have indulged in gratifying 
recollections of the past, in the prosperity and pleasures of 
the present, and in high hoi)es for the future. But let us 
remember that we have duties and obligations to perform, 
corresx)onding to the blessings which we enjoy. Let us 
remember the trust, the sacred trust, attaching to the rich 
inheritance which we have received from our fathers. Let 
us feel our personal responsibility, to the full extent of our 
X)ower and influence, for the preservation of the principles 
of civil and religious liberty. And let us remember that it 
is only religion, and morals, and knowledge, that can make 
men respectable and happy, under any form of government. 
Let us hold fast the great truth, that communities are re- 
sjHJnsible, as well as individuals ; that no government is 
respectable, which is not just ; that without unspotted purity 
of public faith, without sacred public principle, fidelity, and 
honor, no mere forms of government, no machinery of laws, 
can give dignity to political society. In our day and gener- 
ation let us seek to raise and improve the moral sentiment, 
eo that we may look, not for a degraded, but for an elevated 
and improved future. And when both we and our children 
shall have been consigned to the house appointed for all 
living, may love of country and i)ride of country glow with 
equal fervor among those to whom our names and our blood 
shall have descended ! And then, when honored and de- 
crepit age shall lean against the base of this monument, and 
troops of ingenuous youth shall be gathered round it, and 
A^hen the one shall speak to the other of its objects, tlie pur- 
poses of its construction, and the great and glorious events 
with which it is connected, there shall rise from every 
youthful breast the ejaculation, ** Thank God, I — I also — am 
an American ! '' 

Note.— Tho second Bunker Hill oration, although very fine, was per- 
ceptibly Inferior to his llrst ellbrt when the corner-stone of the monu- 
ment was laid. The address on the character of Washington, to an 
American the most dangerous of great and well-worn topics, is of a 
high order of eloquence. The theme appealed to Mr. Webster strongly 
and brought out his best powers, whic^i were peculiarly fitted to do 
Jostioe to the noble, massive, and dignified character of the subject.— 
aenrp Cabot Ixxige's Webster. 



TBST QUESTIONS FOR RBVIfiW. 



!• Who was Daniel "Webster? 
2. Where and when was he bom ? 
8. What can you say of his father and mother? 
4. Tell something about Webster's boyhood days in the wilds of New 
Hampshire. 

6. What can you tell of his early love for books? 

6. Illustrate by what he afterwards told of his committing portions 
of Pope, Addison and other English classic authors to memory. 

7. What have you learned of Webster's early school life? 

8. Why were his opportunities so very meagre ? 

9. Tell what you can of his brother EzekieL 

10. Can you give the often-quoted story of the plea for the life of a 
woodchucK, made by the twobrothers ? 

11. To what famous school was Daniel sent at an early age? 

12. What peculiar timidity did thp future orator show at this school? 

13. Repeat troia memory what he said about it. 

14. Wnat other great orators have showed a similar weakness in early 
life? 

15. What college did Webster fit for and attend ? 

16. What have you read of his college career ? 

17. What local fame did he acquire at college? 

18. What did he do first after graduation ? 

19. What did he do with his first savings ? 

20. Tell something about Ezekiel Webster's untimely death. 

21. What opinion did Webster always cherish of his brother's talents ? 

22. What profession did Daniel adopt? 

23. Where did he first settle, and with what success? 

24. What ofllcial position was he oflfered ? 

25. Was this a turning point in his career, and why ? 

26. What can you say of his father's disappointment?' 

27. Explain how a few years showed that the future orator decided 
Wisely. 

28. What was his first entrance to a political career? 

29. What great fame did he now rapidly gain ? 

80. Mention the political positions filled by him during his life. 

31. What can you say of his fame as a great lawyer, as a great orator, 
and as a great statesman ? 

32. Tell what you can of one or more of his great legal cases. 

83. Mention the circumstances attending the delivery of three or more 
of hisgreat orations. 

84. What were some of the most noteworthy things done by him as a 
statesman ? 

35. Describe Daniel Webster's personal appearance. 

86. To what extent did it help his oratory ? 

87. What were some of his most marked personal characteristics? 

88. What was the great disappointment of his life? 

89. Did it hasten his death ? 

40. When and where did Daniel Webs+er die? 

41. What can you say of his last days ? 

!^ What were the marked characteristics of his oratory? 
^^^- -ETow will Webster comp&re with other preat orators of this or an5 
tfiiiGrgrreat country ? Sxplaln in some detail. 
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ABERNETHVS 
AMERICAN LITERATURE 

By J. W. ABERNETHY, Ph.D. 

PHncifal 0/ BrrkcUj I*itilutr, Br^klyn, tt. K- 

510 paiM, umo, cloth. PHce. 9:.n> 

The author's long and conspicuously successful ezperia 
IS a. teacher, and the time and thought he has devoted to torn 
vork encourage us to believe that this book will be partickilarl^ 
Adapted to the varying needs of his fellow-teachers. 
' The plan of the book includes a brief account of the growth of 
OUT literature considered as part of our national history, with 
■ucb biographical and critical material as will best make the 
ifint-hand study of American authors interesting and profilahle. 
I One of the most interesting features of the book is the supple- 
menting of the author's critical estimates of the value of the 
work of the more important American writers with opiniona 
quoted from contemporary sources. Other strong points are the 
attention given to more recent contribuiions to American litera- 
ture, and the fact that Southern hterature is accorded a con- 
nderation commensurate with its interest and value. 

The pedagogical merit of the book is indicated by the care 
which has beeo giveu lo the production of a teaching apparatus 
Whicu IE at once simple and entirely adequate. At tbe end of 
each chapter, two lists of selections are provided for each im- 
portant author, one for critical study, the other for outside 
reading. Lists of reading material for the historical background 
tlso are given. Study along the lines indicated will lead to a 
uoser correlation ol history and literature than is usually se- 
cured, and to a more just appreciation of the literature. 

The books included in the list at the end of the work consti- 
tute an ample and fairly complete library of biography and 
criticism for students of American literature. 
, From G. Herbert Clarke, I>rofessor of the English Language 
•nd Literature, Mercer University, Macon, Georgia: 
. " Probably my good will towards the book is best shown by 
the fact that 1 have adopted and am now using it in a. class of 
fifty-five sophomores. The author kn-iws his facts, relates 
them simply, and shows a not inconsiderable appreciation of 
literary forms and resources. In addition I find his character 
analyses judicial and catholic and couched in even diction 
rather than, as is so often the case in texts of this kind, in 
canting rhetoric." 

CHARLES E. MERRILL CO., Publishers 



SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS 

KELLOGG'S EDITIONS 

EACH PLAY IN ONE VOLUME 

Text Carefully Expurgated for Use in Mixed Classes 

Vflih Explanatory Notes, Examination Papers, and Plan of Study 

(Selected) 

By BRAINERD KELLOGG, LL. D. 

Dean of the Faculty and Professor of the English Language and 
Literature in the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, and author of a 
"Text-Book on Rhetoric/' a "Text-Book on English Literature/' 
and one of the authors of Reed & Kellogg*s ** Lessons in English,** 

The notes of English Editors have been freely used; but they have 
been vigorously pruned, or generously added to, virherever it viras 
thought they might better meet the needs of American school and 
college students. 

We are confident that teachers virho examine these editions will pro- 
nounce them better adapted to the virants of the class-room than any 
other editions published. 

Printed from large type and attractively bound in cloth. 

Besides the desirable text-book features already described, each 
volume contains a portrait of Shakespeare, his birthplace, editorial 
and general notices, introduction to Shakespeare's grammar, a plan 
of study for perfect possession of the play, introduction to the play, 
and critical opinions. 

The following volumes are now ready: 

Merchant op Venicb Julius Caesak 

Macbeth Tempest 

Hamlet King Henry V 

King Lear King Henry IV, Part I 

King Henry VIII As You Like It 

King Richard III A Midsummer Night's Drbaic 

^The Winter's Talb Othello 

'Twelfth Night Coriolanus 

King John Romeo and Juliet 

Much Ado About Nothing 

Mailing price, 30 cents a volume 

CHARLES E. MERRILL CO., Publishers 
44-60 East Twenty-third Street, New York 



GRADED SUPPLEMENTARY 
READING SERIES 

Classic Fables 

For Advanced First Reader Grades 

Selected and Edited by Edna Henry Lee Turpin 
127 Pages, Qoth, Price, 30 cents 

Grimm's Fairy Tales 

For Advanced Second Reader Grades 

Selected and Edited by Edna Henry Lee Turpin 
207 Pages, Cloth, Price, 40 cents 

Andersen's Fairy Tales 

For Advanced Third Reader Grades 

Selected and Edited by Edna Henry Lee Turpin 
256 Pages, Cloth, Price, 40 cents 

Turpin's Stories from American History 

For Fourth Reader Grades 

Selected and Edited by Edna Henry Lee Turpin 
191 Pages, Cloth, Price, 40 cents 

English History Stories 

For Fourth Reader Grades 

Selected and Edited by Edna Henry Lee Turpin 
Pages, Qoth, Price, cents 

Whitcomb's Heroes of History 

For Fifth Reader Grades 

Selected and Edited by Ida Prentice Whitcomb 
448 Pages, Qoth, Price, 60 cents 

CHARLES E. MERRII.L CO., Publishers 

44-60 East Twenty-third Street, New York 
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